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MEETING MINUTES 
 

NFPA TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 

JUNE 23 – 25, 2011  
Schloss Schönbrunn 

Vienna, Austria 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT     ORGANISATION 
 
Deborah Freeland, Chair Arthur J Gallagher & Company 
Michael Coull, Secretary Heritage Fire and Safety Ltd. 
Ray Allshouse, Principal City of Shoreline, Washington 
Nicholas Artim, Principal    Fire-Safety Network 
Laura Doyle, Principal US General Services Administration 
Russell Fleming, Principal    National Fire Sprinkler Association, Inc. 
Cindy Greczek, Principal    Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
Wolfgang Kippes, Principal    Schloss Schönbrunn 
Fred Leber, Principal     LRI Fire Protection Engineering 
Don Moeller, Principal The Fire Consultants, Inc. 

Rep. California State Historical Building 
Safety Board 

Wayne Moore, Principal Hughes Associates, Inc. 
Kevin Morin, Principal Code Consultants, Inc. 
Thomas Norton, Principal Norel Service Company, Inc. 
 Rep. Automatic Fire Alarm Association, Inc. 
Sheila Palmer, Principal    Chubb & Son Insurance Company 
Steven Peterson, Principal    US Department of the Interior 
Milosh Puchovsky, Principal    Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
 
Shane Clary, Alternate    Bay Alarm Company 

Rep. Automatic Fire Alarm Association, Inc. 
Danny McDaniel, Alternate    Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
 
Luca Nassi (Nonvoting)    Italian National Fire Department 
 
William Jackson, Member Emeritus 
 
Gregory Harrington, Staff Liaison   National Fire Protection Association 
  
 
GUESTS 

 
Gris Mateja      Slovenian FPA 
Frank Peter      Brandschutz Consulting and Engineering 
Wolfgang Bachler     Bachler and Partners 
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MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 
 
Eileen Brady, Principal Washington State University 
Steve Carter, Principal Orr Protection Systems, Inc. 
 Rep. Fire Suppression Systems Association 
John Chartier, Principal Rhode Island State Fire Marshal 

Rep. National Association of State Fire 
Marshals 

Wilbur Faulk, Principal Pepperdine University 
Robert Fisher, Principal    FM Global 
Michael Kilby, Principal Smithsonian Institution 
George Krabbe, Principal    Rep. Halon Alternatives Research Corporation 
Nancy Lev-Alexander, Principal   US Library of Congress 
Martin Reiss, Principal    The RJA Group, Inc. 
Steven Rocklin, Principal    New York State Department of State 
John Watts, Principal     Fire Safety Institute 
Robert Wilson, Principal    National Gallery of Art 
 
Joseph Dafin (Alt to L. Doyle)   US General Services Administration 
Cheryl Domnitch, (Alt. to W. Moore) Hughes Associates 
Daniel Hubert (Alt. to S. Carter) Janus Fire Systems 
 Rep. Fire Suppression Systems Association                                            
Marilyn Kaplan, (Alt to J. Watts)   Preservation Architecture 
Michael Kirn (Alt. to K. Morin) Code Consultants, Inc 
Richard Luongo, (Alt. to S. Palmer) Chubb & Son Insurance Company 
Todd Neitzel (Alt to S. Peterson)   US Department of the Interior 
Susan Peckham (Alt. to N. Lev-Alexander)  US Library of Congress 
Peter Thomas (Alt. to R. Fleming) Tyco Fire Suppression & Building Products 

Rep. National Fire Sprinkler Association 
 

Stewart Kidd (Nonvoting)    Loss Prevention Consultancy, Ltd. 
Stefano Marsella (Nonvoting)   Italian National Fire Department 
Stephen Bush (Member Emeritus) 
Charles Zimmerman (Member Emeritus)  

   
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME 
 
Debbie Freeland called the meeting to order at 0900. She welcomed the committee to 
Vienna and thanked Wolfgang Kippes for his work organising the meeting and 
conference venue. Debbie presented Wolfgang with a gift in recognition of the support he 
has provided to the committee. 
  

2. SELF INTRODUCTIONS OF MEMBERS AND GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Debbie thanked Mike Coull for assuming the role of committee secretary.  
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The committee congratulated Bill Jackson on his appointment to the position of Member 
Emeritus on the committee, after many years serving as the secretary. Bill was further 
congratulated on receiving the Special Achievement Award from the NFPA, which was 
presented to him during the annual NFPA Conference & Expo in Boston. 
 
Cards were sent from the committee to Steve Rocklin, who is recovering from hip 
replacement surgery, and George Krabbe, who has undergone open-heart surgery. 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES OF 12-13 OCTOBER 2010 IN HYDE PARK. 
 

The minutes were approved as presented.  
 
4. CHAIR’S REPORT 

 
Membership 
 
Debbie Freeland welcomed new members; 
 
Todd Neitzel, National Park Service, who has been appointed alternate to Steve Peterson. 
Michael Kirn, Code Consultants, Inc., who has been appointed alternate to Kevin Morin. 
 
Mickey Reiss, The RJA Group, Inc., moves from voting alternate to principal following 
Bob Barnes‟s change of employment. 
Michael Kilby had previously been moved to principal for the Smithsonian in 
anticipation of Andy Wilson‟s retirement. Andy has now retired and is looking to return 
to the committee in another capacity. 
 
The committee is full with a good hold list. Bob Barnes has reapplied to the committee, 
but he is now employed by Hughes Associates, which already has full representation. 
 
Debbie Freeland thanked those members of task groups for the work they have done 
since our last meeting. She acknowledged that there has been a tremendous amount of 
activity, based on the emails she has been copied on, and looks forward to hearing the 
task group reports. 
 

5. STAFF LIAISON’S REPORT 
 
Greg Harrington stated that the e-committee pages of the NFPA website have now been 
shut down and all committee information is now available through the main NFPA 
website. Greg gave an overview of navigating the pages on the site and advised the 
quickest link to the committee‟s pages is through www.nfpa.org/909 or 
www.nfpa.org/914.   
 
Greg Harrington updated the committee on the new NFPA standards development 
process. One area that will change is that the existing proposal stage will be renamed the 
public input stage. A significant difference from the existing process is how the 
committee responds to public input. Under the current regulations, the committee must 

http://www.nfpa.org/909
http://www.nfpa.org/914
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review and vote on each public proposal. The committee actions are then balloted and 
published. Under the new process, the committee will focus at its meeting on developing 
a complete draft of the proposed new or revised NFPA standard, and only vote on 
changes to the document. The public input stage, similar to the current ROP stage, has 
been recast as a preliminary stage for assisting the committee in developing that draft and 
for raising new issues for public review and consideration. 
 
The committee will still review all public input and provide limited responses, however, 
the committee will not be required to formally accept or reject public input. The 
committee‟s focus, instead, will be on using the advice and input submitted by the public 
in order to develop a complete and fully integrated draft that will be known as the First 
Draft, which will be published for public comments (similar to the current ROC stage). 

 
The new process will be in effect for standards reporting in the Fall 2013 and subsequent 
revision cycles, therefore our current revision of NFPA 909 will be completed under the 
existing regulations and the next revision of NFPA 914 will be completed under the new 
Regulations. 

 
Committee members should start to familiarize themselves with the new Regulations, 
which can be downloaded at http://www.nfpa.org/Regs. Staff will provide a more 
detailed review of the new process prior to the NFPA 914 ROP meeting. For an overview 
of the new process, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, click on “Codes and 
Standards,” and see the “Special Notice on NFPA Regulations.” 
 

6. REVIEW SCHEDULE FOR FUTURE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
1 Fall 2011 (NFPA 909 Pre–ROC) Oakland, CA 8-9th November. Shane Clary hoped to 

hold the meeting at the Oakland Museum of Californian History, however if this is 
not possible the meeting will be held in a nearby hotel with a visit to the museum 
arranged.  

2 Spring 2012 (NFPA 909 ROC), Smithsonian Institution. Week of 23 April 2012, 
exact dates to be confirmed by host, Michael Kilby. 

3 Fall 2012 (NFPA 914 Pre-ROP), Venice, Italy. Luca Nassi will host this meeting and 
will advise of location and dates in September 2012. 

  
7. NFPA 909  
 

Cindy Greczek presented the NFPA 909 task group report with recommended actions on 
the public proposals for the revision of NFPA 909. The committee then acted on the 
proposals, which will be subject to a letter ballot. See the Fall 2012 Report on Proposals 
for the committee actions. 

 
8. NFPA 914 

 
The revision cycle for NFPA 914 commences in January 2013 with a notification of 
intent to enter cycle, and an issuance date of November 2014 (if no NITMAMs are 
received) or August 2015 (if NITMAMs are received and certified), pending appeals. 
 

http://www.nfpa.org/Regs
http://www.nfpa.org/
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Steve Peterson informed the committee that the NFPA 914 task group had conferred by 
conference calls and had held a short meeting in Vienna and have laid out several goals 
that the task group hope to achieve prior to the Oakland meeting; 
 
Security 
Provide the committee with a detailed outline of Goals and Objectives for the next 
revision cycle. It is anticipated that security will focus on arson, vandalism and terrorism. 
The committee will need to define how NFPA 914 will interface with NFPA 730, Guide 

for Premises Security, and define levels of protection based on the building‟s historic 
significance. It was suggested that terrorism should focus on monumental structures. 
 
Monumental versus Iconic Structures 
The goal for the Oakland meeting is to provide a definition and outline for development 
of this section. 
 
Rewrite Historic District Fire Code Chapter 
There is a need to review the current annex section and synthesize those issues common 
to the protection of historic districts, then provide a draft outline for development for the 
next revision cycle. It was suggested that, in order to address historic districts, our annex 
“code” should focus on development codes or zoning codes as a better format for 
organising our efforts. This would enable us to recognise that the protection of Historic 
Districts is usually one third political, one third economic and one third preservation. 
 
Case Studies 
The committee needs to define the case study goals and recommend a target number of 
additional case studies for the next revision cycle. Case studies are required for 
integration of fire protection measures, historic district protection, security measures and 
performance measures. 
 
Electronic Publication 
Jack Watts is to report on the feasibility of electronic publishing in light of NFPA‟s 
recent conversion to a public website and provide the committee with a recommendation 
to continue or abandon this goal. 
 
Performing Arts Centres 
There is a need to define the pros and cons of pursuing theatres as a new subject area for 
cultural resources and provide the committee with a recommendation to continue or 
abandon theatres as a new scope change, new document, or NFPA 914 additions. 

 
9. PRESENTATION BY WOLFGANG BACHLER 

 
Wolfgang Bachler, head of security for Schloss Schönbrunn, gave a presentation where 
he introduced the strategic security concept that is being developed for Schloss 
Schönbrunn. He talked about Schönbrunn probably being the most important monument 
in Austria, making it a potential target.  
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Wolfgang explained that the concept identified five levels of perpetrator. They have 
developed an „escalation matrix‟ for responding to threats; risk evaluation of various 
threats and special events, with the level of threat automatically dictating staff response. 
 
He also spoke about the importance of good communications and they have a prepared 
public communication response for specific situations. They have recognised the 
importance of covering Twitter and Facebook postings with their current goal of 
communication within thirty minutes of an incident, although they realise that a quicker 
response is ideal in this time of instant communication via the Internet. 
 
The integrated emergency and crisis management system is activated in an emergency 
through the Board. Wolfgang emphasised the importance of annual simulations to test the 
plan.  
 

10. PROTECTING OUR HERITAGE 
 
 Danny McDaniel advised that there had been a conference call to discuss the Protecting 

our Heritage publication and it would require a complete re-write. Danny does have a 
means of getting this published through an outside security association; however staff 
noted that NFPA owns the copyright on the publication and it is unlikely that NFPA 
would relinquish the copyright. Staff noted that if a revised publication is going to be 
spearheaded by this committee, NFPA should have the opportunity to support the activity 
and publish it. The Chair noted that previous requests were rebuffed by NFPA. Staff 
responded that no proposal or request has been presented to NFPA in the four years he 
has been staff liaison to the committee, and new product development is a currently a 
priority at NFPA – business at NFPA is no longer business as usual, and “thinking 
outside the box” with regard to products is encouraged. 

  
The group looking at this publication will have to articulate the goals and objectives for 
the production of this document, consider who the document is aimed at, consider 
whether this sits within the scope of this committee, and consider how it would be 
published. Staff availed himself to provide whatever assistance is needed by the task 
group to get this initiative off the ground. 
  

11. PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHER AGENT TASK GROUP REPORT 
  

The group did not receive a grant from the Fire Protection Research Foundation for phase 
2 of this project; however Cindy Greczek advised that Colonial Williamsburg will apply 
for an IMLS (Institute for Museum and Library Services) grant to proceed with this 
project.  
 
Emily Williams, Conservator of Archaeological Materials for Colonial Williamsburg, 
will be taking the lead in this project. There are still some issues that need to be addressed 
in relation to where the tests would be conducted and quantity and size of test samples. A 
project team is being developed to validate the review process. 
 
The group are still trying to secure some „in-kind‟ support from extinguisher 
manufacturers and Cindy would welcome any contacts that could assist in achieving this. 



 7 

 
The research will be carried out on a cross section of samples of material. They will be 
subjected to two different tests, one where the extinguishing agent is applied to material 
in fire conditions and one where there is no fire present. There will be an initial 
assessment of the material followed by a further assessment after six months and a final 
assessment six months later.  
 
The results should provide evidence to recommend types of fire fighting agent for various 
materials, with evidence of how they will react and recommendations for salvage or 
restoration. 
 

12. AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS ANTIFREEZE UPDATE  
 

Russ Fleming gave a presentation detailing the history of antifreeze in sprinkler systems 
and providing a timeline of antifreeze events from 2002 through to the present.  
 
In March 2011 the standards council issued new TIA‟s to NFPA 13, 13D, 13R, and 25 
addressing all occupancies. This requires that only pre-mixed antifreeze solutions are to 
be used. The TIAs and latest antifreeze information can be viewed at: 
 
http://www.nfpa.org/antifreeze 
 

13. PRESENTATION ON L’AQUILA EARTHQUAKE INTERVENTION AND SALVAGE 
 

Luca Nassi gave a presentation on the work completed in Italy to develop a national 
database following the L‟Aquila earthquake. The database provides public access to view 
information on properties whilst private areas enable the fire service and the cultural 
resources agencies to store information in a secure manner. 
 
Following the earthquake in L‟Aquila, there was a need to create documentation that 
would provide a risk assessment of the vulnerability of the building. A team consisting of 
an engineer or architect from the fire service, an engineer or architect from the Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage and a conservation expert completed the assessment of each building 
to determine the level of intervention that was required in the short-term to stabilise the 
building. This enabled a process of prioritisation to be developed. 
 
Luca also gave a short presentation on the MAP Project at the Villa Della Regina in 
Turin. Following a fire, the media had reported damage caused to a painting during fire 
fighting operations. It was established that the fire service did not know the location of 
artefacts, significance of these, how to rescue the contents, etc. 
 
Through this project it has been possible to provide information to the fire service and 
those involved in the building, the information being available through a hand-held 
device. 
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14. EU ACTIVITIES UPDATE 
 

Mike Coull advised that the IFE special interest group are currently working on guidance 
for thatch, which will be available for homeowners and fire services. In relation to on-
going co-operation between European partners who were involved in the COST action, 
Historic Scotland and English Heritage are working with colleagues in Norway on a 
project which hopes to reduce the need for fire door testing of historic doors by 
producing a standard set of computer fire models. 
 
Wolfgang Kippes advised that following the conference on Wednesday, agreement now 
exists between the heritage agencies in Austria and Scotland for working in partnership 
on all aspects of heritage – including fire and security. 
 

15. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Bill Jackson informed the committee that the IFE had held a meeting within the National 
Library of Scotland where Lubrizol gave a presentation. During the meeting Bill 
discussed the problems that the National Library has had. The LPC are recommending 
that they host a conference next year with 100 major insurers to ensure that the insurance 
industry is aware of the issues. The LPC are keen to hear of any other examples of 
problems with CPVC. 
 

16. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1510 on the 24th June 2011. 
 
Minutes prepared by Mike Coull, Secretary  

 


