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1. Call to Order/Welcome.  The meeting was called to order by Chair Donald Moeller on 

Thursday, April 24, 2014, at 8:30 AM. Don welcomed the committee to Waikoloa, 

Hawaii, and thanked Fred Leber of the Automatic Fire Alarm Association (AFAA) for 

his work in putting the meeting together in conjunction with their conference. Paid 

registrants for the AFAA conference could take advantage of all of the conference 

amenities; others were welcome to visit display areas and network with conference 

attendees.     

 

2. Introduction of Committee Members and Guests.   
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT 

 

NAME COMPANY 

Donald Moeller, Chair The Fire Consultants, Inc. 

Rep. California State Historical Building 

Safety Board 

Deborah Freeland, Acting Secretary Arthur J. Gallagher & Company 

Clare Ray Allshouse City of Shoreline, Washington 

Grant Crosby US Department of the Interior – National Park 

Service 

Russell Fleming National Fire Sprinkler Association 

A. M. Fred Leber Leber/Rubes Inc. (LRI) 

Wayne Moore Hughes Associates, Inc. 

Thomas Norton Norel Service Company, Inc. 

Rep. Automatic Fire Alarm Association, Inc. 

Sheila Palmer Chubb & Son Insurance Company 

Milosh Puchovsky Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

James Antell 

Alt. to M. Reiss 

The RJA Group, Inc. 

Shane Clary Bay Alarm Company 



 

  

Alt. to T. Norton Rep. Automatic Fire Alarm Association, Inc. 

Richard Luongo 

Alt. to S. Palmer 

Chubb & Son Insurance Company 

Joseph Plati 

Alt. to K. Morin 

Code Consultants, Inc. 

Gregory Harrington, Staff Liaison NFPA 

 

 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 

(NOT LISTED WHERE ALTERNATE ATTENDED) 

 

NAME COMPANY 

Michael Coull, Secretary Heritage Fire and Safety Ltd. 

Rep. Historic Scotland 

Nicholas Artim Fire-Safety Network 

Eileen Brady Washington State University 

Steve Carter Orr Protection Systems 

Rep. Fire Suppression Systems Association 

John Chartier Rhode Island State Fire Marshal 

Rep. National Association of State Fire 

Marshals 

Laura Doyle US General Services Administration 

Wilbur Faulk Pepperdine University 

Robert Fisher FM Global 

Cindy Greczek Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

Michael Kilby Smithsonian Institution 

George Krabbe Rep. Halon Alternatives Research Corporation 

Nancy Lev-Alexander US Library of Congress 

Luca Nassi Italian National Fire Department 

Daniel Nichols State of New York Department of State 

John M. Watts, Jr. Fire Safety Institute 

Robert Wilson National Gallery of Art 

Stewart Kidd, Nonvoting Loss Prevention Consultancy, Ltd. 

Russell Leavitt, Nonvoting Telgian Corporation 

Rep. TC on Sprinkler System Discharge 

Criteria 

Stefano Marsella, Nonvoting National Fire Corps – Ministry of Internal 

Affairs-Italy 

 
GUESTS PRESENT 

 

NAME COMPANY 

Dan Finnegan Siemens 

William Koffel Koffel Associates 

 



 

  

 
3. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes.  The September 24-25, 2013, Bath, Maine 

meeting minutes were approved as written and distributed. 

 

4. Chair’s Report. 
 

i) Joseph Plati of Code Consultants, Inc. has been appointed to the committee as 

alternate to Kevin Morin. 

ii) There are a couple openings for committee membership, and we are actively 

looking for individuals with special expertise that would be especially useful 

in the committee's efforts to expand our documents, especially in the 

international arena. Members who have someone to recommend, please advise 

the chair. 

 

5. Review Schedule for Future Meetings. 

 

i) Fall 2014: NFPA 909 Pre-First Draft Meeting, Yellowstone National 

Park, Wyoming, September 30–October 1, 2014 – Todd Neitzel and 

Grant Crosby. Grant presented a brief slideshow (available on the NFPA 909 

document information website at www.nfpa.org/909), and discussed 

accommodations being arranged at the Old Faithful Snow Lodge and Frontier 

and Western Cabins. Options for airports are Boseman, MT (more reliable 

weather - approximately 2-3 hour drive) and Jackson Hole, WY (more 

temperamental weather conditions, 3-4 hour drive, but exquisite scenery).  

Our meeting will be overlapped by a historic preservation conference hosted 

by the American Institute of Architects, and there was some discussion as to 

whether we might be able to network to coordinate efforts or share 

information.  ***Chair Moeller advised that there is a short window of time 

when the rooms will be available; members need to book promptly as soon as 

the notification comes out. Once the deadline passes, rooms will not be held, 

and some dates for lodging have already been noted as sold out. 

ii) Spring 2015:  NFPA 909 First Draft Meeting.  April 20-22, 2015 

(tentative).  We were unable to arrange the proposed meeting site, so we are 

looking for another location for this meeting. Several possible locations were 

discussed. 

iii) Fall 2015:  NFPA 909 Pre-Second Draft Meeting.  Williamsburg, VA, 

September 21-23, 2015 (confirmed) – Danny McDaniel. 

iv) Spring 2016:  NFPA 909 Second Draft Meeting.  Not later than May 2, 

2016, location TBD (possibly Chester, England – Mike Coull).  
v) Other potential future meeting locations include: WPI, Worcester, 

Massachusetts – new fire lab and Worcester Art Museum, which now houses 

the Higgins Armory collection (Puchovsky); Long Beach, California - Queen 

Mary (Clary); Pepperdine University, Malibu, California (Faulk); Historic 

Aircraft Carrier – USS Hornet Museum, Alameda, California (Clary); New 

York Public Library – unique stacks, interesting project (Palmer and Plati); 



 

  

Kennecott, Alaska (Crosby). Please contact Chair Moeller with other meeting 

location ideas. 

 

6. Review NFPA Public Comment (Second Draft) Meeting Procedures. Staff Liaison 

Greg Harrington presented a slideshow on second draft meeting procedures; slides were 

also included in the handouts for this meeting.  Highlights included: 

 Requirement that members in one interest category retained to represent the interests 

of another interest category on a particular issue declare those interests and refrain 

from voting on that issue at the meeting and on the ballot 

 Review of NFPA 914 processing schedule, including posting of the second draft for 

notices of intent to make a motion (NITMAMs), and how a NITMAM becomes a 

certified amending motion (CAM)  

 Changes in procedure so committee is voting on the second draft of the document, 

rather than all of the meeting actions, and how the voting process works  

 A reminder that second revisions must be related to something from the public input 

stage (public input, committee input, or first revision), and that new material cannot 

be introduced at this time  

 The shortcut to the document information website for accessing ballots and other 

committee information is: www.nfpa.org/914  

 Electronic balloting - use the "submit" button to save your work; ballot session will 

time out after 90 minutes!  Members can edit and submit ballot comments as many 

times as they would like before the closing date; the last ballot submitted is the one 

that counts.  Greg recommended drafting comments in a Word document and pasting 

them into the electronic ballot so that the Word document will serve as a backup if 

needed.  

 Note that the electronic balloting platform uses the term "election" rather than “vote.”  

 Any problems with the sign-in or other issues, contact Greg and he will connect you 

with the staff who can assist.  

 And finally, in going forward with the activities on this next draft, Greg 

recommended not getting hung up on procedural items; rather, focus on the technical 

issues and he would walk the committee through any procedural issues. 

 

7. NFPA 914 Task Group Report. (S. Palmer, Chair; Caroline Alderson, GSA; R. 

Allshouse; N. Artim; S. Clary; G. Crosby; M. Coull; J. Dafin; C. Domnitch; L. Doyle; M. 

Kaplan; F. Leber; R. Luongo; L. Nassi; T. Neitzel; S. Rocklin; J. Watts)  

i) Task Group Chair Sheila Palmer walked the committee through the public 

comments and the NFPA 914 Task Group's recommended actions. Much of 

the activity centered on a reorganization of the security information, which 

has been consolidated into a new Chapter 12, Security. The committee voted 

to accept the task group recommendations on both the public comments and 

the second revisions.  

ii) Sheila advised that, going forward, the task group will look to focus on some 

of the "all perils" section items, such as, earthquake, flood and windstorm, as 

well as additional focus on procedures to address the many fires that occur in 

historic properties during renovation work. 

 



 

  

8. Special Siemens Presentation. Dan Finnegan of Siemens gave an excellent presentation 

titled “Value of Smoke Detection in Cultural and Historic Applications.”  The slideshow 

has been posted on the NFPA 909 and NFPA 914 document information pages at 

www.nfpa.org/909 and www.nfpa.org/914. 

 

9. Portable Extinguisher Task Group. Debbie Freeland reported for TG Chair Cindy 

Greczek that the activities on the portable extinguisher project were moving forward 

rapidly. The Fire Protection Research Foundation (FPRF) project panel met on November 

4, 2013, at the Smithsonian Institution Museum of the American Indian to review the 

final project scope and iron out other details. The test protocol had been essentially 

finalized, and scoping and workup evaluations were being conducted this week at 

Hughes. It was anticipated that the neat agent tests were to be conducted at Hughes the 

week of April 28, 2014, and the final test plan was expected at the end of this current 

week. Kudos to Cindy, Nancy Lev-Alexander, and Emily Williams of the Colonial 

Williamsburg Foundation for the tremendous amount of effort they have put into this 

project. Additional information is available online at:  

 

http://www.nfpa.org/research/fire-protection-research-foundation/current-projects 

 

10. Committee History. Debbie passed out copies of the updated and reformatted 

Committee History - with special thanks to Danny McDaniel for his work in bringing 

much of the material up to date. Previous work was done by Ralph Lewis, Jack Watts, 

Steve Bush, and others.  It has been posted on the NFPA 909 and NFPA 914 document 

information pages at www.nfpa.org/909 and www.nfpa.org/914. 

 

11. Special Exposure Sprinkler Presentation. In follow up to his discussion of the 

September 2013 Seaside Heights, New Jersey boardwalk fire, Russ Fleming showed a 

video produced by the Swedish Sprinkler Association over a decade ago, showing the 

retrofit of exposure sprinklers to protect closely spaced wooden facades in historic areas 

in Sweden. The use of exposure sprinklers to protect individual buildings from fire in 

another building nearby was well known, but this video highlighted the use of such 

systems to contain fires to a certain group of buildings within a historic district, or to 

keep fires from jumping across alleyways. 

 

12. NFPA 909. It was noted that a number of ideas were discussed at the last meeting for 

possible inclusion in the next edition of NFPA 909. The committee requested that 

individuals now follow up by providing the committee with some draft wording to 

address these issues, which included protection of vacant structures, buildings under 

renovation, wildfire threats to archeological sites, and outside collections. 

 

13. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned prior to lunchtime on April 25, 2014, 

enabling members to tour the historic Volcano House and other assorted cultural 

properties on the island. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: Deborah Freeland, Acting Secretary. 

http://www.nfpa.org/914

