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NFPA Technical Committee on Fire Investigations 

Clearwater, FL 

19-21 August 2014 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order by Randy Watson Chair on August 19, 2014 at 8:30 am. 

 

Introduction of attendees 

Randy Watson, Chair, SEA Ltd. 

Orlando Hernandez, Staff 

Vytenis Babrauskas, Fire Science and Technology, Inc. 

Steve Campolo, NEMA 

Joseph Carey, Robinson & Cole LLP 

Andrew Cox, BATF 

Philip Crombie, Travelers Insurance Co. 

Richard Dyer, IAFC 

Daniel Gottuk, Hughes/RJA 

Ronald Hopkins, NFPA Fire Service Section 

Thomas Horton, SC Farm Bureau Insurance 

David Icove, University of Tennessee 

Patrick Kennedy, NAFI 

Michael Knowlton, State of NY 

John Lentini, ASTM E30-Forensic Sciences 

Dan Madrzykowski, NIST 

Ronald Orlando, SAE 

Ed Paulk, NASFM 

Mark Sauls, IFMA 

Joseph Sesniak, IAAI 

Michael Weyler, Weyler Engineering, PC 

Christopher Wood, FireLink, LLC 

Quentin Baker, Alternate, Baker Engineering & Risk Consultants 

Randall Bills, Alternate, SEA Ltd. 

Wayne Chapdelaine, Alternate, IFSTA 

Ryan Cox, Alternate, Hughes/RJA 

Patrick King, Alternate, Fabian, Sklar and King, PC 

Michael Marquardt, Alternate, BATF 

Jeffery Morrill, Alternate, ASTM E30-Forencsic Sciences 

James Shanley, Alternate, Travelers Insurance Co 

Kathryn Smith, Alternate, NAFI 

Russell Whitney, Alternate, Salt Lake County FD 

 

Guests 

Kelly Brent, State Fire Insurance Co. 

Walter Godfrey, Fire/Reconstruction Consultants 

Jeremy Cosgrove, DRS Consultants 

Greg Gorbett, Eastern Kentucky University 

Tommy Sing, Quest Fire Analysis 

Bob Miner, VA Fire Services Board 
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Mark Hellan, MSH Fire Investigation 

William Barrows, SC Farm Bureau 

Richard Meier, NAFI 

Dennis Smith, Premier Fire Consulting Services, LLC 

Richard Jones, FIG 

Thomas Song, Sr, Quest Fire Analysis  

 

Motion made by Dyer, seconded by Campolo and approved to waive reading and approve 

the minutes. 

 

Chair remarks 

 Everyone should be proud of the work they put into the document 

 Very positive response to the inclusion of Color images great reception & first 

document in NFPA history to have color images 

 

Staff Liaison Report from Orlando 

 Orlando gave a presentation on the new process, committee rules, code fund and 

legal issues. 

 

Task group chairs will need to submit their task group work as public input by January 5, 

2015. 

 

Report of the 921/1033 Committee by Kennedy 

 Decisions made on the 921 committee will be proposed to 1033 

 Add a table that addresses the topics required by 1033 and how the needs in 1033 

are addressed in 921 

 Discussion regarding the right target level for knowledge requirements related to 

fire investigation 

 We want to make sure that 921 is really supporting the work of 1033 and so it is a 

task group composed of members from both committees. 

 921 certainly does not cover every required topic from 1033 

 1033 is on a one time 7-year cycle and is next due 2021 

 There are some concerns about “Management of Change” on this issue of a cross 

table 

o They are trying to avoid saying going to a particular chapter number 

o They are using chapter and section names, not numbers 

o There is no mechanism outside of the committees to keep up with references 

regarding management of change 

o We have tried within 921 to avoid this problem by using chapter titles rather 

than sections 

 

Task Group Reports 

Fire Protection - Christopher Wood reporting for TG Chair Dan Gottuk 

 Presentation on the TG progress 

 Overview sheet of changes presented 

 No committee opposition to the TG activities 

 

Documentation - Randy Bills reporting on Documentation Task Group 
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 Very large committee with many people involved 

 Updating the chapter for relevance 

 Removal of all film references 

 Note taking to be addressed today 

 Introduction to be addressed today as well 

 

Digital Imaging - Joe Sesniak on the digital images task group 

 53 photos submitted 

 22 photos selected 

 Photos rejected due to 

o Poor quality 

o Poor framing 

o Company logos 

 If an image was suggested for one place, but it did not really fit there, then the photo 

was moved to a more appropriate location 

 A matrix was developed to address each photo and its disposition 

 Last cycle, some good images were submitted, but the releases were not received so 

the images did not go into the document 

 No further questions 

 

Sources of Information - Andrew Cox reporting on Sources of Information for Terry-Dawn 

 TG information had not been circulated until Sunday, but they were able to work on 

that material 

 Looking at useful information that might be available from various sources, but is 

not currently listed in the chapter 

 They want to make the chapter more relevant for the readers 

 Trying to conform the chapter to the scientific method 

 Current listing of materials in the chapter are intended to go to the Annex basically 

“as is” 

 Canada has requested that we add some relevant organizations for their work 

 Task Group is still in the very early stages of the work, so it is probably pre-mature 

to try to wordsmith it as a committee at this time 

 Weyler was concerned that the introduction does not make clear the distinction 

between the data collection and analysis as the committee has been trying to do with 

the document 

 Chair advised that this was a good observation, but still in progress 

 Shanley recommended addressing a description for assessing the reliability of the 

source 

o Witnesses 

o Electronic data 

o Assessment guidance 

o Like the information that we gave regarding the various agencies were 

described 

 Carey asked if that appears elsewhere regarding evaluating witness statements 

 Cox answered that this does exist in part and would be incorporated into the re-

writes 

 No further questions 
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Other Business 

 Kennedy family 

o Pat’s brother passed away Sunday – they will be leaving after today 

 Russ Chandler has gone off the committee 

o Committee should send a note to Russ for his many years of service 

 Andrew Cox presenting the research he has done regarding matrix analysis for 

origin determination.  

 NFPA is considering doing away with the vertical lines in the text that indicate 

changes. 

o A letter will be will be sent by the Chair expressing the committee's concern 

with this action. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for April 28-30, 2015 in San Antonio, TX. 

 

The meeting adjourned on August 21, 2014 at 4:00 pm 

 

Submitted by Christopher Wood 

 


