
MEETING MINUTES 
NFPA TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON FIRE INVESTIGATIONS 

September 20, 21 & 22, 2011 
Denver, Colorado 

 
Tuesday, September 20, 2011 
 
Meeting called to order by Chair Randy Watson at 0800 hours 
 
Introduction of TC members and guests: 
 

Randy Watson (Chair) Larry Stewart (NFPA) Russ Chandler Michael Beasley 
Dan Churchward  Richard Dyer Dan Gottuk Ron Hopkins  
Thomas Horton  David Icove Patrick Kennedy  John Lentini  
Jeff Long Hal Lyson Ron Orlando Edward  Paulk 
Joseph Sesniak Michael Weyler Randy Bills* Wayne Chapdelaine* 
Mike DiMascio*  David Evinger* Kenneth Finley* Patrick King* 
James Miller* Willard Preston* James Shanley* Dennis Smith* 
Perry Corder** Andrew Cox** Kevin Crawford** Don Hancock** 
Jerry King** Jay Kramarczyk** John Reagan** Lee West** 
Christopher Wood** Vytenis Babrauskas Quentin Baker* Christopher Mealy* 
Jeff Morrill* Michael Foley** Elizabeth Buc** Robert Longseth** 
Ryan Allaire** Michael McGreal** Brian Henry** Don Peak** 
Don Hancock** Robert Toth** Bill Maron**  

 
*Alternate 
** Guest 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 Motion:  Smokey Dyer moved to approve the minutes, seconded and approved with one correction. 

o Spelling correction on page 3, in first bullet for the report from Dick Custer:  abductive to adductive. 
 
Tribute to Bud Nelson 

 Herald “Bud” Nelson passed away on July 21 at the age of 82.  He was one of the original 
members of the NFPA 921 Committee and without a doubt, he impacted the life of each and 
every member of the Committee who worked with him.  Our senior membership of the 
Committee shared a few stories about Bud and his contribution to the NFPA 921 and the 
field of Fire Investigations as a whole.  His knowledge and dedication removed a multitude 
of misconceptions from the field of fire investigations into the realm of accurate and verified 
science.  

 
Report from Committee Chair, Randy Watson: 
 Randy discussed the Georgia Chapter of the IAAI resolution on the NFPA 921 document.  Although their 

concern was actually section 18.6.5, their action carried the impression that it concerned a more broad area 
of the NFPA 921 text.  Randy met with the group and encouraged them to submit a proposal to NFPA that 
would address their concerns. 

 Next Meeting:  The “Public Input Closing Date” is January 4, 2012.  The “Final Date for Public Input 
Meeting” must be prior to June 22, 2012.  Proposed dates for the next NFPA 921 meeting, in order of 
preference are March 20, 21 and 22 in Charleston (SC), May 1, 2 and 3 in Hartford (CT), or April 10, 11 
and 12 in Kansas City (MO).   

 New Business: 
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o John Lentini brought up some concerns that Chapter 15 has a lot of information on film cameras.  
With today’s technology, this is outdated material and should be changed.  Denny Smith, Ron 
Hopkins and John Lentini offered to work on that project. 

 
Report from NFPA Staff Liaison, Larry Stewart: 
 Larry discussed the simplification of the ROC process.  Procedurally there are not a lot of changes on what 

we do for our meetings.  Of significance are the new terms for our meetings and our actions.  When 
someone makes a proposal, it will be done with text lifted from the document, which will simplify proposals 
and can be seen, as it will be shown in the document.   

 Diagram handout was provided on the new process.  The first page is the existing system and the second 
page shows the new system.  

 Considerable discussion took place on the process.   
o The Comment Period, phase 2, is September 7, 2012 through November 16, 2012.  The final date 

for the TC Comment period will be May 2013.  The document will then be issued on November 
2013 (providing there are no NITMAM’s) with it being a 2014 document. 

o Larry will be forwarding the process documents to the entire committee.  
      

Report from Dan Churchward on Color Images: 
 There has not been a lot of progress with the exception of one substantial submission.  Dan has some 

proposals to submit to task group for placing of images in specific sections.  He will also need to address the 
possibility of taking the old black and white images to be in color in “jpeg” format instead of “pdf.”  There 
will be material submitted by the task groups and committee, but there are concerns that we may not get as 
many color images as we had hoped.   

 NFPA has stated that all submissions should be jpeg or tiff and as large as possible.  
 Larry advised that NFPA wants to do a color edition of the existing text and he advised that those who 

subscribe to NFPA also have the ability to review a Red Line edition of the NFPA 921, showing the changes 
to the document over the years. 

 When asked if there was a possibility of getting editions on Kendal, Larry reported that there is some 
experimenting on this format but Amazon wants NFPA to release rights to the publication. 

 
Report from Pat Kennedy on Cause Classification: 
 There will be five committee proposals from the task group such as moving and separating the responsibility 

section.  There will also be a new definition of “hostile fire.”  
 
Report from Dave Icove on Computer Modeling: 
 The intent is to not make NFPA 921 a “how to guide” on doing computer modeling.  They are reviewing the 

possibility of adding five paragraphs to Chapter 20 on Computer Modeling.   
 
Report from Dan Gottuk on Fire Protection Systems: 
 The group will be flushing out proposed text on the document today.  Randy assigned them to the main 

meeting room so they can use the projector to do editing. 
 
Report from Randy Bills on Arcing Task Group 
 The Task Group has three proposals to review that they want to submit to the Committee.  They will be 

reviewing an additional submission during this meeting.  There are hopes that they will have proposed 
language by Thursday.  
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Chair broke group into their breakout sessions to work on Task Groups for the remainder of the day. 
 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 
 

Additional members and guests who arrived today: 
 

Vytenis Babrauskas Quentin Baker* Christopher Mealy* Jeff Morrill* 

Ryan Allaire** Elizabeth Buc** Michael Foley** Don Hancock** 
Brian Henry** Robert Longseth** Bill Maron** Michael McGreal** 
Don Peak** Robert Toth**   
*Alternate 
** Guest 

 
No general session.  Members and guests broke into two groups for the morning session: Cause Classification 
Task Group and Arcing Task Group for both the morning sessions.  The afternoon session was included a 
continuation of Arcing Task Group and Computer Modeling Task Group.  Color Images Task Group met 
following Arcing Task Group.   
  
 
Thursday, September 22, 2011 (Minutes by Chris Wood while Chandler did screen editing) 
 
Chair Called meeting to order at 0804 hours.  He expressed the thanks of the Committee to Hewitt & McKenna 
for their hospitality.  For the benefit of new members and guests, he went over the rules for voting by 
Principals, or by Alternates if the Principal is not present. 
 
Task Group Reports 
 
Fire Protection Systems:  Dan Gottuk advised that their group had no report yet.  They have been working on 
text and have had a number of conference calls.  They will continue their work. 
 
Methodology:  Dennis Smith reported that there was active discussion regarding abductive reasoning versus the 
scientific method as described in 921.  No consensus was developed about changing anything in the text and 
there is no pending committee proposal.  However, there may be public proposals on this issue.  There was also 
discussion about the concept of the “thought experiment.”  There will be no committee proposal, but again there 
may be public proposals on this issue. 
 
Photography:  John Lentini reported out on the activity of the Task Group.   
 
 Motion:  Sesniak moved to remove “all of the” from appropriate images (15.2.4.1), 2nd by Paulk - 12 in 

favor, 8 opposed, motion carried 
 Motion:  Lentini moved to add “notification requirement to others when video with audio is being recorded 

(15.2.5.1.1), 2nd by Hopkins – no opposition.  This was moved from 15.2.5.1 to create a separate paragraph. 
 Motion:  Task Group moved to accept the Task Group proposal as modified – All in favor, no opposed. 

 
Computer Modeling: Dave Icove reported on activity of the Task Group.  The group has basically used the 
SFPE Computer Modeling Guideline and condensed it to about five paragraphs for the 921 document.  This is 
additional new text and does not conflict with the existing text, but also does not replace it.  The form for data 
collection for computer modeling was not changed.  The existing diagram from the SFPE guide will be used but 
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will have the SFPE chapter numbers removed.  Dave Icove will work on this with SFPE and then supply the 
edited graphic for the proposal off-line. 
 
 Motion:  Baker moved to reject the use of “should” in favor of “may” in 20.4.9.2 - defeated.  
 Motion:  Baker moved to delete everything after the 1st sentence of 20.4.9.3 – defeated, no 2nd. 
 Motion:  Baker moved to delete #3, V&V references in 20.4.9.5 – defeated, no 2nd. 
 Motion:  Add “citations” after “reference” in 20.4.9.5 – no opposition. 
 Motion:  Task Group Motion to adopt the task group proposal as modified in meeting.  Motion carried by 

unanimous consent. 
 Motion:  Task Group Motion to adopt A.20.4.1.4.  Motion carried by unanimous consent. 
 Motion:  Task Group Motion to adopt 20.4.8.3.1.  Motion carried by unanimous consent. 
 
Color Images:  Dan Churchward reported that the Task Group met yesterday, but there is no final document to move at 
this time.  They will probably move individual chapters as the images come in.  We currently have about 25-30 images.  
 
There is a distinction in what is going on regarding two efforts:  

(1) The Committee and NFPA are seeking color images that are the existing black and white images for a re-release 
of the 2011 edition in color.  If you have these images, please provide them to Larry Stewart ASAP.  

(2) Task Group is seeking color images for the 2014 edition.  Soon there will be a website available for the 
submission of color images.  There is a process to follow:  

a. Name the color image according to the section in which you would like it to appear;  
b. Give the image a caption and send it along with the image;  
c. Give a sentence to go in the paragraph in which you want it to appear;  
d. Must submit the proposal form with the image because this develops the use permission for NFPA;  
e. Put the attribution in the caption, such as: Courtesy of D. Churchward or Kodiak Consulting, LLC; you 

must own the image to provide it to NFPA and you probably do not want to submit images with people in 
them. 

 
Committee members who volunteered to be responsible for the photos by chapter: 

 Ron Hopkins – Safety 
 Ron Orland – Vehicle 
 Jim Shanley – Wildfire & Physical Evidence 
 James Miller – Appliance 
 Pat Kennedy – Archive pictures & Explosions 
 Jeff Morrill – Marine 
 Joe DiMascio – Fire science & building construction 
 Mike Sesniak – Patterns 

 
Additional photo information: 

 Ideally, photos will come from tests under known conditions, but that may not exclusively be applied in all 
situations.   

 In some cases, the photos will be rejected, but others will have the caption modified if it provides opinion 
information.   

 Ones from test files will probably be noted as being from tests.   
 The photos must be “jpg” or “tif” in the highest resolution available.   
 Of course, color photos are the intent of this project.  However, if a black and white photo aids the text, submit.  

Also, if unsure of the resolution, do not hesitate to send it. 
 
The Committee is also seeking diagrams or graphs to aid the reader in understanding our material.  Format can be in  
Word, Excel, etc. however, please avoid “pdf” if possible.  
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NFPA is only being granted a “use” license for placing the photos in the document.  The owner retains the ownership 
rights to the photos.  However, it does limit control because others may use the images by copying, scanning or 
duplicating the photos directly from the text.  All of the unused photos collected will be returned and/or deleted. 
 
There are two methods for submission: 
 

 If being submitted through the individual public submittal process, then that is being treated as public input and 
the deadline is 4 January 2012. 

 
 The task group deadline is the day before the 1st day of the committee meeting in the spring, tentatively scheduled 

for 19 March 2012.  There will be a task group meeting the day prior to the full committee meeting for deciding 
on these issues.  Photos need to be put up on the website provided by NFPA for this project.  Larry Stewart said 
that the webpage for photos will have an area for each chapter to post submissions.  Authorized users will have 
the ability to upload and view photos.  After the public input period, you still need the public input form for 
permissions, but it can go through the committee input process to get it into the document.  

o You can send images to the appropriate chapter managers if you do not want to become a member of the 
task group.  They will make sure the image is uploaded.  Please remember to send all the required 
information as described above. 

 
The 2014 electronic edition will have the ability to have embedded videos.  Then, the reader will be able to click on the 
video and see it.  There are a number of good animations that were made and could be used, especially on fire science.  
 
 Arc Mapping:  Randy Bills described their first Committee Proposal on changes in Chapter 3 definitions.   
 Motion:  Buc moved to add “or on a conductor” to the “arc site” definition, 2nd by Babrauskas.  There was a 

request for a friendly amendment to change “conductor” to “item” but was not accepted.  Gottuk requested 
an amendment to change the phrase to “such as a conductor, device or other item.”  This was not acceptable 
by the seconder Babrauskas.  Vote on original motion:  1 in favor, 5 opposed, motion failed. 

 Motion:  Task Group motion to accept the definitions.  Approved by unanimous consent. 
 Motion:  Task Group motion to accept §8.10.4 to include changing “overheating” to “overheated.”  Motion 

carried by unanimous consent. 
 Motion:  Task Group moved to accept §17.4.5 as proposed with the changes in striking material and adding 

new material.  Motion carried by unanimous consent. 
 Motion:  Task Group moved to accept 8.11 through 8.11.4 as modified in meeting.  Motion carried by 

unanimous consent. 
 
Buc to provide additional photos for 8.11.3 and 8.11.4.  She will also be submitting an article to Fire 
Technology within the next 30 days.  The article should be published prior to our next meeting at which time it 
will be presented to the committee for inclusion as a cite for the text.  
 
 Motion:  Task Group moved to accept 8.11.6 as modified in meeting.  Motion carried by unanimous 

consent. 
 
Cause Classification:  Pat Kennedy discussed the task group history.  Chair Watson reviewed the minutes of 
the last NFPA meeting in Tampa with the Committee, pointing out the charge given the Task Group by the 
Committee. Chair expressed his concerns that the product proposed by the Task Group at this meeting does not 
meet the Committee’s approval for Task Group actions.  The Task Group has taken actions without the 
Committee approval for scope expansion.  Committee can send it back to Task Group or can chose to address 
what has been presented. 
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Material was placed into discussion.  Shanley brought up a point of order and requested that we need a motion 
from the floor to discuss.   
 
 Motion:  Hewitt moved to reject the material and send back to Task Group for them to comply with the 

approved scope by the full Committee as put forward in April 2011.  Motion seconded.  Motion carried 12 
to 0.   

 
Kennedy and others discussed the fact that they did meet the scope while in Tampa in April of 2011.  That 
material was to get 921 closer to 901.  Kennedy proposed that the material created in Tampa did meet the scope 
and direction as assigned and that material discussed the previous day (9/21/11) can be submitted as a public 
proposal if so desired.  
 
 Motion:  Kennedy moved that the Committee consider the 4-Stage Task Group proposal created on April 12 

in Tampa, 2nd by Lentini.  For clarification, the Chair related that Dyer had stated that the Task Group was 
basically done at the April meeting and they were going to wait on presenting their material at our next 
meeting.  Motion carried 7 to 3.   

 
Kennedy presented the April Task Group material to the group beginning with the definitions, taking the team 
“hostile fire” from the NFPA 901 and using it in the NFPA 921 text.  Hewitt spoke against the change because 
the area of insurance law has a long history on the definition of hostile fire, which is different from the use 
proposed in 921.  The courts use the terms “friendly fire” and “hostile fire.”  “Friendly fire” is ignited in a place 
for such fires and is for some useful place.  “Hostile fire” is not where it is intended to be contained.  She stated 
that this is mixing two different concepts between the fire science/investigation world and the insurance law 
world. 
 
 Motion:  Hewitt moved to remove the term “hostile fire” from definition and revert to incendiary fire cause 

to original text, but the term “cause” can be deleted, 2nd by Paulk.  Hewitt modified motion to remove the 
word “hostile” throughout the document; Paulk removed his second, Shanley seconded.  Motion failed 4 to 
9. 

  Motion:  Finley moved to insert the entire definition of “hostile fire” from NFPA 901 into NFPA 921 
definitions, 2nd by Paulk.  Churchward requested a friendly amendment to include the annex material, not 
accepted by Finley.  Motion carried 9 to 1.   

 Motion:  Kennedy moved to accept new definition of “incendiary fire,” 2nd by Lentini.  Motion carried 9 to 
3 

 Motion:  Kennedy moved to accept material to make Chapter 22 consistent with the new definitions, 2nd by 
Lentini.  Motion carried 8 to 4. 

 Motion:  Kennedy moved to accept new title for new Chapter 20, 2nd by Shanley.  Motion carried; no 
opposition. 

 Motion:  Kennedy moved to accept the remainder of the new Chapter 20 as presented, 2nd by Shanley.  
Kennedy pointed out that some of the text from the earlier portion in Chapter 19 was also moved into the 
new Chapter 20 because some of that material belonged with this new chapter.  Most of this is existing text, 
but is not exclusively 19.5 and subsequent, but includes these other items as well (*note:  Chapter 20 was 
handled before Chapter 19 for easier clarification of material).  Motion carried 10 to 0. 

 Motion:  Kennedy moved to accept new Chapter 19, 2nd by Churchward.  Sesniak asked for a friendly 
amendment that he word “undetermined” be changed to “unclassified” throughout this section, rejected by 
mover.  Finley asked for a friendly amendment to change “with each other” from the new text, rejected by 
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mover.  Henry asked for a friendly amendment to change “assignment,” rejected by mover.  Motion carried 
7 to 3 

 
Other Business 
 
Chair called for other business for the good of the Committee.  Question asked when Committee would receive 
confirmation of the next meeting date and location.  Stewart advised there should be a decision in the next 
month. 
 
Proposed dates and locations for next meeting are in order of preference: 
 
 March 20-22, 2012; Charleston SC 
 May 1-3, 2012; Hartford CT 
 April 10-12, 2012; Kansas City MO 
 
Reminder that Image Task Group will meet the day prior to the Committee Meeting Date and that the meeting 
dates may have to be extended depending on the number of public proposals received.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 1405 hours. 
 
---------------------------- 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Russ Chandler & Chris Wood 
  


