
MEETING MINUTES 

NFPA TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON FIRE INVESTIGATIONS 
April 12 - 13, 2011 

Tampa, Florida 

 

Tuesday, April 12, 2011 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Randy Watson at 0830 hours 

 

Introduction of TC members and guests: 

 

Randy Watson Larry Stewart (NFPA) Orlando Hernandez Russ Chandler 

Vytenis Babrauskas Steve Campolo Joseph Carey Dan Churchward  

Philip Crombie Richard Custer Richard Dyer Dan Gottuk 

Terry- Dawn Hewitt  Ron Hopkins  Thomas Horton  Patrick Kennedy  

John Lentini  Jeff Long Hal Lyson Ron Orlando 

Edward  Paulk Joseph Sesniak Stuart Sklar David Smith  

Randy Bills* Doug Carpenter* Wayne Chapdelaine* Michael Dalton* 
Mike DiMascio*  Kathryn Kennedy*  Wayne McKenna* Jeffery Morrill* 

Rodney Pevytoe* James Shanley* Dennis Smith* Russell Whitney* 

Christopher Burnett** Patrick Drottar** Ken Finley** Jerry King** 

Jay Kramarczyk** Christopher Mealy** John Reagan** Chris Wood** 
 

*Alternate 

** Guest 

 

Report from Committee Chair, Randy Watson: 

 Following the introduction of all attendees, Randy advised the group of additions or changes to the 

committee membership.  He also explained that the photograph of Frank Florence that was to be added to 

his dedication page did not make it in the current document.  Frank’s wife and two sons’ will receive tribute 

copies of the book.  

 Motion made by Dan Churchward, seconded by Joe Carey to accept the previous meeting minutes and 

waives their reading.  Motion passed.  

 Three rooms have been made available for this meeting.  Main meeting room was the Kilgore Room; this 

room has a projector and screen.  A second room with projector and screen will be the Tampa Terrace 

Room.  A third smaller break out room for meetings will be the Desoto Room.  

 Task Group meetings for today, Tuesday, April 12
th

 will be as follows: 

o Cause: Kilgore Room. 

o Fire Protection Systems: Tampa Terrace Room. 

o Computer Modeling:  meeting for Wednesday is canceled but Chris Wood will provide a report. 

 Task groups can continue between now and next full Committee Meeting.  This can be done via conference 

call or by using various technology such as “Go to Meeting.” 

 There are several errata’s for this edition.  One will be an item the committee missed and will require a vote.  

Figure 5.6.4.6(b) on page 28 states “27 in. to 20 in.” however, it should read “27 in to 30 in.”  Dan 

Churchward moved to accept the change, seconded by Doug Carpenter, motion passed.  

 Other errata’s include 34 sites where the vertical bar was not inserted on new material.  Section 17.7.2 has a 

typo, “alysis,” which should read “Analysis.”  Two errata’s already sent out are 921-11-1 and 921-11-2.   
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Report from NFPA Staff Liaison, Larry Stewart: 

 Larry discussed the errata’s already processed and those that should be coming out soon.  He also gave 

committee members the dates and deadlines for the next issue, which will be addressed in the Fall 2013 

cycle to be the 2014 Edition. 

 Proposal process dates: 

o January 6, 2012 – Committee deadline to state that we will be in the Fall 2013 cycle. 

o May 25, 2012 – Proposal closing date. 

o July 1 (May 25 plus 3 weeks for NFPA to process proposals) to August 24, 2012 – Period for 

conducting a meeting to address the proposals. 

o September 14, 2012 – The latest date that the ballot can come out. 

o October 19, 2012 – Latest date ballots can be received at NFPA. 

o December 21, 2012 – Publication of the ROP. 

o March 1, 2013 – Comment closing date. 

o May 3, 2013 – ROC closing period. 

o May 17, 2013 - Ballots sent out. 

o May31, 2013 – Ballots to be returned. 

o August 23, 2013 – ROC published. 

o November 26, 2013 - Standards Council assigns consent date (if no NITNAMS). 

o December 31, 2013 - Document in print. 

 If there is an NITNAM, then the document will be delayed about 9 months for the issues to be heard at the 

NFPA Annual Meeting.  

 

Report from Dan Churchward (& comments from Committee Members) on Color Images: 

 Images can be submitted in both jpeg and TIFF format.  The larger the better, NFPA can resize. 

 When images are submitted, NFPA has the right to use that image, however they may choose.  Copyright 

release is implied in the proposal and comment submission forms.  

 Discussion on protocol for submission on images discussed: 

o Giving submitters credit in the document for their images. 

o Protection so those images submitted are not used for other purposes such as showing up on the 

internet or in someone’s PowerPoint. 

o Dan will need members, volunteers to serve as reviewers for each specific chapter. 

o Those who already have photos in the text should seek out those originals to see if they are in color 

and submit those photos so they can convert existing images to color images. 

 Essential that captions be provided with each submission. 

 Motion by Dan Churchward to accept the Image Task Group report, seconded by Ron Hopkins.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Report from Smokey Dyer and Pat Kennedy on Cause Classification: 

 Looking at rewriting 19.2.1 as well as defining “incendiary” and “intentional fire.”   

 NFPA 901 and NFPA 921 definitions do not necessarily match and this has to be rectified. 

 Readers may be confusing “cause” and “cause classification,” there is a need for greater clarification. 

o There are two determinations to be made; cause and classification of cause. 

o There is also concern that the present cause classification was a prior compromise and this needs to 

be addressed. 

 Introduction may need to be expanded to explain the differences between Chapters 18 and 19. 



NFPA 921 Technical Committee Meeting 

Tampa, Florida – April 2011 

Page 3 of 4 

 

 

 Motion by Vyto Babrauskas for Task Group to revisit Chapter 19, introduction and paragraphs identified 

during discussion.  Seconded by Randy Bills.  Friendly amendment from David Smith to also revisit 

Chapter and the title, accepted by mover and seconder.  Motion passed 17 to 1 in favor. 

 

Report from Chris Wood (for Chair Dan Madrzykowski) on Computer Modeling: 

 Discussion on task group direction 

 Task Group is not meeting during this session but will report back at next meeting. 

 Motion by Dick Custer to accept the Task Group report regarding their direction, seconded by Jeff Long.  

Friendly amendment to give guidance in the Building Systems Chapter and another requesting the group to 

not limit themselves but to look at other chapters such as responsibility, origin, etc.  Amendments accepted 

by mover and second.  Motion carried. 

 

Report from Dick Custer on Methodology: 

 Issues stem from concept paper presented at IFSI by Brannigan and Buc, reference inductive, deductive and 

adductive methods.  

 Discussion on the existing methodology that is a staple in the industry as established by the 921 text.  

However, it does not exactly match methodology in other areas of the scientific community. 

 Suggested that we are not dropping science but adding adductive reasoning, also suggested that the 

questions are not going away and we need to take this head-on. 

 Dick advised that we should bring the parties together who have differing opinions and hash this out, 

coming up with the most persuasive position.  Task group is going to meet during this session.  No actual 

vote, but there was no opposition voiced in the direction suggested by Task Group Chair Dick Custer. 

 

Report from Doug Carpenter on Fire Protection Systems: 

 Suggested adding information to the chapter on what the investigator needs to do in reference to these 

systems. 

 Doug also suggested that they will be looking at the information from the Computer Modeling Task Group 

to minimize duplications.  The group will work on an updated outline. 

 

Report from Randy Bills on Arcing Task Group 

 Randy discussed articles that have been passed around and the lack of references in the existing chapter.  

They will also need to add material in the tables, in the contents and the index, on arc mapping.  He also 

suggested that this will most likely be a standing task group for several cycles. 

 Members indicated that there is research going on now, ATF is looking at heat flux required for arcing 

through char and there is a Master’s Thesis work going on now as well. 

 Although there was no vote there was also no opposition to the direction being taken. 

 

Chair broke group into their breakout sessions to work on Task Groups for the remainder of the day. 
 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Randy Watson at 0830 hours. 

 

Report from Doug Carpenter on Fire Protection Task Group: 

 Doug reported on activities of the task group during the previous day. 

 Motion by Dan Churchward to accept the Task Group work and their direction.  Motion carried. 
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Report from Smokey Dyer on the Cause Classification Task Group: 

 Smokey reported on new definition for hostile fire and there was discussion on incendiary fire definition 

modifications.  

 New Chapter name to be Fire Cause and Responsibility 

 

Report from Dick Custer on the Methodology Task Group 

 Dick Custer provided his report. 

 Motion from Dick Custer to accept the direction as presented, seconded by John Lentini, motion carried. 

 

Report from Randy Bills on the Arc Fault Task Group: 

 Randy reported on the committee accomplishments and direction. 

 Moved by Ron Hopkins to have the Task Group move forward, seconded by Rusty Horton.  Motion carried. 

 

John Lentini reported on an issue with the ATF. 

Chair discussed upcoming meeting: 

 Chair discussed the number of meetings necessary to complete our tasks.  There was discussion on the date 

and location of our next meeting.  Final consensus was:  

o September 20, 21 and 22, 2011 – Primary meeting date  

o October 18, 19 and 20, 2011 – Secondary meeting date  

o Denver Colorado is the preferred location for either meeting 

 Motion for meeting adjournment by Dan Churchward, seconded by Ron Hopkins, motion carried 

 Meeting adjourned at 1618 hours. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted (with assistance from Chris Wood): 

 

Russ Chandler 

  


