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1.  Revise 6.6.2.2.3.2 to read: 
 
6.6.2.2.3.2* Receptacles. The cover plates for the electrical receptacles or the electrical receptacles themselves supplied 
from the life safety and critical branches shall have a distinctive color or marking so as to be readily identifiable. 
 
1.  Revise 6.6.3.1 through 6.6.3.1.2 to read: 
 
6.6.3.1 Source. 
 
6.6.3.1.1 The life safety and critical branches shall have an alternate source of power separate and independent from the 
normal source that will be effective for a minimum of 11⁄2 hours after loss of the normal source. 
 
6.6.3.1.2 The life safety and critical branches shall be so arranged that, in the event of failure of the normal power source, 
the alternate source of power shall be automatically connected to the load within 10 seconds. 
 
Submitter’s Substantiation: Proposal 99-39 (Log #CP 312) in the ROP for the 2012 edition replaced the term 
“emergency system” with “life safety and critical branch” throughout the document. While this revision made sense in 
most instances, it does not correspond with Type 3 essential electrical systems (EES). The way the language currently 
reads in the 2012 edition makes it appear as though a Type 3 EES should have both a life safety and a critical branch. This 
was never the intent of the technical committee. If taken literally, this current language can make a Type 3 EES more 
stringent than a Type 2 EES which only requires a Life Safety branch and an Equipment Branch. Having any “critical” 
functions in the facility would mean that a Type 1 system must be used. 
 
Emergency Nature: The current language could lead a user of the document to believe that a facility with certain critical 
functions or critical care rooms can use a Type 3 EES, which could greatly diminish patient and employee safety. Another 
unwanted effect could be that a facility that is properly designed with a Type 3 EES, be required to have a Critical Branch 
and meet certain requirements that could add unnecessary cost to the project. 
The proposal that resulted in this change is attached as supplementary material. 
 
 

Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  To submit a comment, please identify the number 

of the TIA and forward to the Secretary, Standards Council, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169‐7471. 
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