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Key to Proposal Headings 
 

The first line of every proposal includes the following information: 
 

 
Document No. 

 
Proposal No. 

Log 
No. 

Paragraph 
Reference 

Committee 
Action 

101 6 38 3.4 Accept 
 
Example: 101-6 Log #38                                             Final Action: Accept 
                (3.4) 

 
 

TYPES OF ACTION 
 

P  Partial Revision C  Complete Revision N  New Document R  Reconfirmation W  Withdrawal 

 
 
  The following classifications apply to Committee members and represent their principal interest in the activity of the 
Committee. 
 
1. M Manufacturer: A representative of a maker or marketer of a product, assembly, or system, or portion thereof, 

that is affected by the standard. 
 
2. U User: A representative of an entity that is subject to the provisions of the standard or that voluntarily uses the 

standard. 
 
3. IM Installer/Maintainer: A representative of an entity that is in the business of installing or maintaining a product, 

assembly, or system affected by the standard. 
 
4. L Labor: A labor representative or employee concerned with safety in the workplace. 
 
5. RT Applied Research/Testing Laboratory: A representative of an independent testing laboratory or independent 

applied research organization that promulgates and/or enforces standards. 
 
6. E Enforcing Authority: A representative of an agency or an organization that promulgates and/or enforces 

standards. 
 
7. I Insurance: A representative of an insurance company, broker, agent, bureau, or inspection agency. 
 
8. C Consumer: A person who is or represents the ultimate purchaser of a product, system, or service affected by the 

standard, but who is not included in (2). 
 
9. SE Special Expert: A person not representing (1) through (8) and who has special expertise in the scope of the 

standard or portion thereof. 
 
NOTE 1: “Standard” connotes code, standard, recommended practice, or guide. 
 
NOTE 2: A representative includes an employee. 
 
NOTE 3: While these classifications will be used by the Standards Council to achieve a balance for Technical Committees, 
the Standards Council may determine that new classifications of member or unique interests need representation in order to 
foster the best possible Committee deliberations on any project. In this connection, the Standards Council may make such 
appointments as it deems appropriate in the public interest, such as the classification of “Utilities” in the National Electrical 
Code Committee. 
 
NOTE 4: Representatives of subsidiaries of any group are generally considered to have the same classification as the parent 
organization. 
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(Note:  If choosing the download option, you must view the ROP/ROC from our website; no copy will be sent to you.) 
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Company   Email  

Street Address 9 Seattle St. City Tacoma State WA Zip 98402 

***If you wish to receive a hard copy, a street address MUST be provided.  Deliveries cannot be made to PO boxes.  
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4. Comment (include proposed new or revised wording, or identification of wording to be deleted): [Note: Proposed text 
should be in legislative format; i.e., use underscore to denote wording to be inserted (inserted wording) and strike-through to denote 
wording to be deleted (deleted wording).] 
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5. Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Comment: (Note: State the problem that would be resolved by your 
recommendation; give the specific reason for your Comment, including copies of tests, research papers, fire experience, etc. If more 
than 200 words, it may be abstracted for publication.)  
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required to cause a ‘trouble’ signal because it indicates a condition that could contribute to future malfunction of the system.  Ground 
fault protection has been widely available on these systems for years and its cost is negligible.  Requiring it on all systems will 
promote better installations, maintenance and reliability. 

6.  Copyright Assignment 

(a)   I am the author of the text or other material (such as illustrations, graphs) proposed in this Comment. 

(b)   Some or all of the text or other material proposed in this Comment was not authored by me.  Its source is as 
follows  (please identify which material and provide complete information on its source): 
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considered to be works made for hire for the NFPA. To the extent that I retain any rights in copyright as to such material, or as to any other material 
authored by me that I submit for the use of an NFPA Technical Committee in the drafting of an NFPA code, standard, or other NFPA document, I hereby 
grant and assign all and full rights in copyright to the NFPA.  I further agree and acknowledge that I acquire no rights in any publication of the NFPA and 
that copyright and all rights in materials produced by NFPA Technical Committees are owned by the NFPA and that the NFPA may register copyright in 
its own name. 
 

Signature (Required)        
 

PLEASE USE SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH COMMENT • email: proposals_comments@nfpa.org • NFPA Fax:  (617) 770-3500 
Mail to:  Secretary, Standards Council, National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471 
  10/31/2008 
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Sequence of Events Leading to Issuance of an NFPA Committee Document  

Step 1   Call for Proposals 

▼            Proposed new document or new edition of an existing document is entered into one of two yearly revision 
cycles, and a Call for Proposals is published.  

Step 2    Report on Proposals (ROP) 

▼            Committee meets to act on Proposals, to develop its own Proposals, and to prepare its Report.  

▼            Committee votes by written ballot on Proposals. If two-thirds approve, Report goes forward. Lacking two-
thirds approval, Report returns to Committee.  

▼            Report on Proposals (ROP) is published for public review and comment.  

Step 3    Report on Comments (ROC) 

▼            Committee meets to act on Public Comments to develop its own Comments, and to prepare its report.  

▼            Committee votes by written ballot on Comments. If two-thirds approve, Report goes forward. Lacking two-
thirds approval, Report returns to Committee.  

▼            Report on Comments (ROC) is published for public review.  

Step 4    Technical Committee Report Session 

▼            “Notices of intent to make a motion” are filed, are reviewed, and valid motions are certified for presentation 
at the Technical Committee Report Session. (“Consent Documents” that have no certified motions bypass the 
Technical Committee Report Session and proceed to the Standards Council for issuance.)  

▼            NFPA membership meets each June at the Annual Meeting Technical Committee Report Session and acts 
on Technical Committee Reports (ROP and ROC) for documents with “certified amending motions.”  

▼            Committee(s) vote on any amendments to Report approved at NFPA Annual Membership Meeting.  

Step 5    Standards Council Issuance 

▼            Notification of intent to file an appeal to the Standards Council on Association action must be filed within 20 
days of the NFPA Annual Membership Meeting.  

▼            Standards Council decides, based on all evidence, whether or not to issue document or to take other 
action, including hearing any appeals.  
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The Technical Committee Report Session of the NFPA Annual Meeting 

The process of public input and review does not end with the publication of the ROP and ROC. Following the 
completion of the Proposal and Comment periods, there is yet a further opportunity for debate and discussion through 
the Technical Committee Report Sessions that take place at the NFPA Annual Meeting.  

The Technical Committee Report Session provides an opportunity for the final Technical Committee Report (i.e., the 
ROP and ROC) on each proposed new or revised code or standard to be presented to the NFPA membership for the 
debate and consideration of motions to amend the Report. The specific rules for the types of motions that can be 
made and who can make them are set forth in NFPA’s rules, which should always be consulted by those wishing to 
bring an issue before the membership at a Technical Committee Report Session. The following presents some of the 
main features of how a Report is handled.  

What Amending Motions Are Allowed. The Technical Committee Reports contain many Proposals and Comments 
that the Technical Committee has rejected or revised in whole or in part. Actions of the Technical Committee 
published in the ROP may also eventually be rejected or revised by the Technical Committee during the development 
of its ROC. The motions allowed by NFPA rules provide the opportunity to propose amendments to the text of a 
proposed code or standard based on these published Proposals, Comments, and Committee actions. Thus, the list of 
allowable motions include motions to accept Proposals and Comments in whole or in part as submitted or as modified 
by a Technical Committee action. Motions are also available to reject an accepted Comment in whole or part. In 
addition, Motions can be made to return an entire Technical Committee Report or a portion of the Report to the 
Technical Committee for further study.  

The NFPA Annual Meeting, also known as the NFPA World Safety Conference & Exposition®, takes place in June of 
each year. A second Fall membership meeting was discontinued in 2004, so the NFPA Technical Committee Report 
Session now runs once each year at the Annual Meeting in June.  

Who Can Make Amending Motions. NFPA rules also define those authorized to make amending motions. In many 
cases, the maker of the motion is limited by NFPA rules to the original submitter of the Proposal or Comment or his or 
her duly authorized representative. In other cases, such as a Motion to Reject an accepted Comment, or to Return a 
Technical Committee Report or a portion of a Technical Committee Report for Further Study, anyone can make these 
motions. For a complete explanation, NFPA rules should be consulted.  

The Filing of a Notice of Intent to Make a Motion. Before making an allowable motion at a Technical Report 
Session, the intended maker of the motion must file, in advance of the session, and within the published deadline, a 
Notice of Intent to Make a Motion. A Motions Committee appointed by the Standards Council then reviews all notices 
and certifies all amending motions that are proper. The Motions Committee can also, in consultation with the makers 
of the motions, clarify the intent of the motions and, in certain circumstances, combine motions that are dependent on 
each other together so that they can be made in one single motion. A Motions Committee report is then made 
available in advance of the meeting listing all certified motions. Only these Certified Amending Motions, together with 
certain allowable Follow-Up Motions (that is, motions that have become necessary as a result of previous successful 
amending motions) will be allowed at the Technical Committee Report Session.  

Consent Documents. Often there are codes and standards up for consideration by the membership that will be 
noncontroversial and no proper Notices of Intent to Make a Motion will be filed. These “Consent Documents” will 
bypass the Technical Committee Report Session and head straight to the Standards Council for issuance. The 
remaining Documents are then forwarded to the Technical Committee Report Session for consideration of the NFPA 
membership.  
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Action on Motions at the Technical Committee Report Session. In order to actually make a Certified Amending 
Motion at the Technical Committee Report Session, the maker of the motion must sign in at least an hour before the 
session begins. In this way a final list of motions can be set in advance of the session. At the session, each proposed 
document up for consideration is presented by a motion to adopt the Technical Committee Report on the document. 
Following each such motion, the presiding officer in charge of the session opens the floor to motions on the document 
from the final list of Certified Amending Motions followed by any permissible Follow-Up Motions. Debate and voting on 
each motion proceeds in accordance with NFPA rules. NFPA membership is not required in order to make or speak to a 
motion, but voting is limited to NFPA members who have joined at least 180 days prior to the session and have 
registered for the meeting. At the close of debate on each motion, voting takes place, and the motion requires a majority 
vote to carry. In order to amend a Technical Committee Report, successful amending motions must be confirmed by the 
responsible Technical Committee, which conducts a written ballot on all successful amending motions following the 
meeting and prior to the Document being forwarded to the Standards Council for issuance.  

Standards Council Issuance 

One of the primary responsibilities of the NFPA Standards Council, as the overseer of the NFPA codes and standards 
development process, is to act as the official issuer of all NFPA codes and standards. When it convenes to issue NFPA 
documents, it also hears any appeals related to the document. Appeals are an important part of assuring that all NFPA 
rules have been followed and that due process and fairness have been upheld throughout the codes and standards 
development process. The Council considers appeals both in writing and through the conduct of hearings at which all 
interested parties can participate. It decides appeals based on the entire record of the process as well as all 
submissions on the appeal. After deciding all appeals related to a document before it, the Council, if appropriate, 
proceeds to issue the document as an official NFPA code or standard. Subject only to limited review by the NFPA 
Board of Directors, the decision of the Standards Council is final, and the new NFPA code or standard becomes 
effective twenty days after Standards Council issuance.  
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Report on Proposals  F2009 — Copyright, NFPA	 NFPA 53	

Report of the Committee on

Oxygen-Enriched Atmospheres

Joel Stoltzfus, Chair
National Aeronautics & Space Administration, NM [RT]

Richard C. Barry, Diversified Clinical Services, FL [U] 
Albert L. de Richemond, ECRI Institute, PA  [RT] 
Paul W. Ledoux, Cimarron, TX  [U] 
Keisa Rosales, Jacobs Technology Inc., NM [SE] 
Anand V. Samant, Praxair, Inc., NY [M] 
Frederick Williams, US Naval Research Laboratory, DC  [SE] 

Alternate
Sarah R. Smith, National Aeronautics & Space Administration, NM [RT]
  (Alt. to Joel Stoltzfus)

Staff Liaison: Paul May

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for 
documents on the fire and explosion hazards that may exist in oxygen-enriched 
atmospheres.  The Committee will correlate its work with the Committee on 
Health Care Facilities and other related NFPA committees as required.

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on 
the text of this edition. Since that time, changes in the membership may have 
occurred. A key to classifications is found at the front of this book. 

The Report of the Technical Committee on Oxygen-Enriched Atmospheres 
is presented for adoption.

This Report was prepared by the Technical Committee on Oxygen-
Enriched Atmospheres and proposes for adoption, amendments to NFPA 53, 
Recommended Practice on Materials, Equipment, and Systems Used in 
Oxygen-Enriched Atmospheres, 2004 edition.  NFPA 53-2004 is published in 
Volume 14 of the 2008 National Fire Codes and in separate pamphlet form.

This Report has been submitted to letter ballot of the Technical Committee 
on Oxygen-Enriched Atmospheres, which consists of 7 voting members.  The 
results of the balloting, after circulation of any negative votes, can be found in 
the report.

_______________________________________________________________ 
53-1 Log #CP1 	 Final Action: Accept 
(Entire Document) 
________________________________________________________________ 
Submitter: Technical Committee on Oxygen-Enriched Atmospheres,  
Recommendation: Review entire document to: 1) Update any extracted 
material by preparing separate proposals to do so, and 2) review and update 
references to other organizations documents, by preparing proposal(s) as 
required. 
Substantiation: To conform to the NFPA Regulations Governing Committee 
Projects. 
Committee Meeting Action: Accept 
Number Eligible to Vote: 7 
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 5  
Ballot Not Returned: 2 Barry, R., Samant, A. 
_______________________________________________________________ 
53-2 Log #1 	 Final Action: Reject 
(Entire Document) 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Note: This proposal appeared as Comment 53-1  (Log #1) which was held 
from the November 2003 ROC on Proposal 53-1. 
Submitter: Craig H. Kampmier, Swansea, MA 
Recommendation: Editorially revise the entire document from a 
“Recommended Practice on Materials, Equipment, and Systems Used in 
Oxygen-Enriched Atmospheres” to a “Standard for Materials, Equipment, and 
Systems Used in Oxygen-Enriched Atmospheres.” 
Substantiation: The document recognizes hazards and acceptable practices to 
minimize the risk of unacceptable outcomes. The recommended practice should 
be editorially revised as a standard to provide for the enforceable protection 
of life and property in conjunction with materials, practices and procedures 
in oxygen-enriched atmospheres. As a recommended practice the safety and 
fire protection or inspection community and society are absent of a recognized 
enforceable safety standard regarding oxygen-enriched atmospheres. The 
existing document substantiates the hazards and compatible materials. Failure 
to recognize, accept or apply this information and guidance can be catastrophic, 
as documented in the appendix (annex) material. As such the recommended 
practice should be made mandatory and enforceable by editorially revising the 
document as a standard. 
Committee Meeting Action: Reject 
Committee Statement: The committee feels that moving towards a standard 
is a good idea, but it is considered to be too difficult at this time due to limited 
resources available to the committee at the time of this Fall 2009 Revision 
Cycle. The contingent of members that work on this committee are currently 
unable to put in the necessary effort to convert the Practice to a Standard. The 
Technical Committee believes that upgrading to a standard is feasible and 
desirable from a technical standpoint, but to make this conversion prematurely 
and without due consideration will result in a standard that will possibly pose 
great difficulty to some users of the document. The committee will continue to 
explore this option, but do not foresee its release for this revision cycle. 
Number Eligible to Vote: 7 
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 5  
Ballot Not Returned: 2 Barry, R., Samant, A.


