
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sourc

 

Smok
the le
bedd

• 

 
Toge
in 37
 

•
 
Porta
the m
assoc
 

 

One-Stop D
Fire Analy
1 Batterym
Email: osd
www.nfpa

ce: Home Matt

In
st
T
fi
 

O
 

O
h
 

king material
eading causes

ding. 
 

One of ever
by smoking

ether, lighters
7% of the fires

• One of ever

able or fixed s
mattress and b
ciated deaths.

 
While fire
matches),
From 198
candles, a

Home M

Lighter

0
5

10
15
20
25
30

in
 T

ho
us

an
ds

Data Shop 
ysis and Research D
march Park, Quincy
ds@nfpa.org 
a.org 

tress and Bedd

 
Hom

n 2002-2005
tructure fires

These fires ca
ire injuries, a

On average, o
Overall, fires 

ome fires bu

 
s and playing

s of fires start

ry 14 mattress
g materials res

, candles, and
s and 24% of 

ry 47 such fire

space heaters 
bedding fires a
  

es and deaths 
 have fallen f

80-1987, more
and matches. T

Mattress and B
by Smoking M

rs, Candles, an

Smo
Cand

Division 
y, MA 02169 

ding Fires, by M

me Fires th

5, U.S. fire d
s per year in 
aused an ann
and $357 mi
one of every
beginning w

ut 13% of ho

Major C
 

g with heat so
ting with matt

s or bedding f
sulted in death

d matches wer
f the deaths. 

es resulted in 

were involve
and 14% of th

started by bo
from 1980 to 
e mattress and
The reverse h

 
Bedding Fires 
Materials vs.  
nd Matches, b

oking materials
dle, match or lig

Marty Ahrens, 

hat Began

departments r
which a ma

nual average
illion in dire

y 31 mattress
with mattress
ome fire deat

Causes of M

urces are 
tresses and 

fires started 
h. 

re involved 

death. 

ed in 5% of 
he 

oth smoking m
2005, the dro
d bedding fire
has been true 

Started  

by Year 

 

hter

NFPA, Quincy

 with Mat
 

responded to
attress or bed
e of 378 civil
ct property d

s or bedding
ses or beddin
ths. 

Mattress and

materials and 
op was sharpe
es were starte
since 1988. 
 

Civilia

 L

E

Pla

0
100
200
300
400
500
600

y, MA             

ttresses an

o an average
dding was th
lian fire deat
damage. 
fires resulte
ng accounte

d Bedding F

open flames 
er for fires sta
ed by smoking

an Deaths fro
Started 

Lighters, Can

Heating eq

Electrical distrib
lighting equip

Int

Smoking m

aying with heat

                       

nd Bedding

e of 11,520 h
he first item i
ths, 1,386 civ

ed in death. 
d for 3% of 

Fires

(lighters, can
arted by smok
g materials th

m Home Matt
by Smoking M
dles, and Mat

 

0% 1

uipment

bution & 
pment

Candle

tentional

materials

t source

Smoking
Candle, 

            Augus

g  

home 
ignited. 
vilian 

reported 

dles, and 
king materials
han by lighters

tress and Bed
Materials vs.
tches, by Year

6%

8%

19%

14%

2

24%

14%

7%

8%

14%

12%

7%

8%

13%

16%

20%

20%

10% 20% 30

F
C
C

g materials
 match or lighter

t 2008 

. 
s, 

ding Fires 

r 

27%

%

44%

% 40% 50%

Fires
Civilan deaths
Civilian injuries

r

mailto:ds@nfpa.org
http://www.nfpa


Sourc
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ce: Home Matt

 
 
• 

 
• 

 
• 

• 
 
• 

 
• 

• 

One-Stop Data Sh
Fire Analysis and
1 Batterymarch P
Email: osds@nfp
www.nfpa.org 

tress and Bedd

Never sm
mattress o

Teach you
adults onl
preferably

Do not pl
heater. Le
meter), so
 
Turn off p

Do not ru
bed and th
operating

Use only 
of electric
exposed. 
 
NFPA dis

hop 
d Research Divisio
Park, Quincy, MA 
pa.org 

ding Fires, by M

moke in bed a
or bedding. 

ur children a
ly, not toys. 
y in a locked

ace portable
eave enough
o that the hea

portable heat

un electrical c
he wall, whe
, heat-produ

electric blan
c blankets or

scourages th

on 
02169 

Marty Ahrens, 

Saf

as you can ea

at the earlies
Store match

d cabinet. 

e heaters too 
h room betwe
at will not ig

ters when yo

cords over o
ere they coul
ucing applian

nkets listed a
r heating pad

e use of can

NFPA, Quincy

fety Tips

asily fall asle

t possible ag
hes and lighte

close to the 
een the appli
gnite the bed

ou leave the 

or under the b
ld become d
nces (such as

and labeled b
ds when the 

dles in bedro

y, MA             

s 

eep with a b

ge that match
ers up high, 

bed or the b
iance and the

dding. 

room or go 

bed and do n
amaged. Av
s electric cur

by a testing l
cords becom

ooms and sle

                       

urning cigar

hes and light
out of the re

bed too close
e bed, at lea

to sleep.   

not trap cord
void placing 
rlers) on a be

laboratory. D
me frayed or 

eeping areas

            Augus

rette, igniting

ters are tools
each of child

e to a fixed s
st three feet 

ds between th
any other 
ed.  

Discontinue 
the wires ar

s. 

t 2008 

g the 

s for 
dren, 

space 
(1 

he 

the use 
re 

http://www.nfpa.org

