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Foundation 
Sponsored 
Sessions at  
NFPA Conference & 
Expo® 
June 8-10, 2009, 
McCormick Place, 
Chicago, IL 

June 08, 2009  
8:00am - 9:00am  

Session M14. Intelligibility of 

Fire Alarm & Emergency 

Communications Systems  

S502b 

June 08, 2009 

8:00am - 9:00am  

Session M15. Home Fire 

Sprinkler Cost Assessment  

S402ab

June 08, 2009  

8:00am - 9:00am  

Session M17. The 

Transition Of The 

Hazardous Materials Codes 

And The Emergence Of The 

Threshold Quantity System 

To NFPA 1 UFC  

S404abc 

June 08, 2009  

8:00am - 9:00am  

Session M18. HVLS Fans 

and Sprinkler Interaction  

N427bc 

June 08, 2009  

8:00am - 9:00am  

Session M20. 

Understanding Marina Dry 

May/June 2009

Foundation Research Featured at 2009  
NFPA Conference & Expo® 
 
Reflecting a very active year of research at the Foundation, the 2009 NFPA 
Conference & Expo (formerly known as the World Safety Conference & 
Exposition®) will feature a large number of technical sessions bringing the results 
of that research to the fire safety community in Chicago, June 8-11. There's still 
time to sign up and join us. 
 
In all, 15 sessions in the Foundation sponsored “track” will highlight the research 
the Foundation has conducted in the following areas: 
 
Detection and Signaling: Three sessions will report on recent research and 
related changes to the National Fire Alarm Code®. Hughes Associates will 
present their work for the Foundation on the topic of installation performance 
criteria for video imaging detection systems—a new detection technology. 
Schirmer Engineering will present their recent work which follows an early study 
for the Foundation on spacing criteria for smoke detectors in unique ceiling 
configurations. Finally, Bob Schifiliti, together with the Foundation’s own 
Casey Grant, will report on a recent study to develop test methods and design 
guidance for intelligible voice alarm systems. 
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Storage Facilities  

S401d 

June 08, 2009  

9:30am - 10:30am  

Session M25. A Further 

Review of Smoke Flows and 

Smoke Detector Response 

for Beam Pockets and 

Waffle Ceilings S404abc 

June 08, 2009  

9:30am - 10:30am  

Session M27. Human 

Behavior to Consider During 

Transport Systems 

Evacuation S502b 

June 08, 2009  

9:30am - 10:30am  

Session M34. Measuring 

Code Compliance 

Effectiveness S403ab 

June 08, 2009  

9:30am - 10:30am  

Session M37. Classifying 

Chemical Oxidizers: Tests 

and Criteria N426c 

June 08, 2009  

11:00am - 12:00pm  

Session M55. Intermediate 

Scale Burn Testing of 

Packaged Oxidizers N427a 

June 09, 2009 

8:00am - 9:00am  

Session T12. Fire Fighting 

Tactics Under Wind Driven 

Conditions: NIST Laboratory 

Experiments with the 

Chicago Fire Dept and New 

York Fire Dept Tests 

N427bc 

June 09, 2009  

8:00am - 9:00am  

Session T15. Video Image 

Detection Systems 

Installation Performance 

Criteria S404d 

June 09, 2009  

 
Automatic Sprinkler Protection: A highlight of the Foundation’s research in 
the last year on automatic sprinkler protection is the national study carried out by 
Newport Partners on home fire sprinkler costs—providing locally based data 
on the cost to install a home fire sprinkler system in ten jurisdictions across the U.
S. and Canada. Schirmer Engineering will report on two other studies completed 
this year for the Foundation. The first is a hazard assessment of marina dry 
storage facilities (or “boatels”) and the challenges for fire sprinkler systems. 
The second is a report on the comprehensive first phase of the Foundation’s study 
on the interaction of High Volume Low Speed Fans on automatic sprinkler 
operation. Both large and small scale test results will be presented. Finally, the 
Foundation is sponsoring a Panel session on a “hot topic” in warehouse fire 
protection. Tupperware Corporation, the International Fire Marshals Association 
and Tyco Fire and Building Products will present their perspectives of the issue of 
the role of the fire service in final extinguishment of warehouse fires.  
 
Hazardous Materials: Larry Fluer will present his recent work for the 
Foundation which documents the background of the current national hazardous 
material classification system, focusing on threshold limits, and its technical 
basis. It’s a fascinating history of the social and policy drivers behind hazardous 
materials regulation, and the evolution of regulation in building codes and 
standards, including the development of the control area and maximum allowable 
quantities concepts. Fire and Materials Laboratory will present the results of the 
major Foundation study nearing completion on the development of a test method 
for the classification of oxidizers. The results (some of them spectacular) of 
over 200 bench and intermediate tests on a wide range of oxidizers will be 
presented. 
 
Fire Prevention/Fire Fighter Tactics: Two presentations will feature 
research conducted in the past year by the Foundation, NFPA, and NIST for the 
Department of Homeland Security. NFPA’s Fire Analysis Division will present the 
final results and implications of their study on measuring code compliance 
effectiveness. NIST’s Building and Fire Research Laboratory will present their 
research on wind driven fire fighting tactics which complements their work 
for the Foundation earlier in the year.  
 
We hope you will join us for these sessions and others in the comprehensive 
education program that NFPA has assembled for this meeting. More information 
can be found at the conference online program planner. 

Research Planning at the NFPA Annual Conference 
 
The Foundation is continuing its efforts to meet the needs of NFPA codes and 
standards committees for data in support of the standards for which they are 
responsible. Two research planning sessions are scheduled during the NFPA 
conference. They are open to all interested; please contact kalmand@nfpa.org if 
you wish to attend. 
 
The Fire Detection and Alarm Research Council will meet Tuesday 
afternoon, June 9th at 5:15 p.m. in McCormick Place North, Room n427a, in 
conjunction with the NFPA Annual Conference and Expo. The 2 hour agenda will 
include a review of recent research conducted through the Foundation and 
establishment of current priorities for research in support of the National Fire 
Alarm Code. 

file:///Users/dyount/Desktop/FPRF_News_M-J-09.htm (2 of 3) [7/10/09 10:46:25 AM]

http://www.abstractsonline.com/viewer/browseOptions.asp?MKey=%7B531A6050-E115-49BC-92E6-A3910C2F269E%7D&AKey=%7BBE16C1EC-5BEC-497D-8D48-751D282A2DC3%7D
mailto:kalmand@nfpa.org


Fire Protection Research Foundation News

8:00am - 9:00am  

Session T18. Residential 

Modular Construction Fires; 

Lessons Learned N426c 

June 09, 2009  

11:00am - 12:30pm  

Session T45. Storage Fire 

Protection and Final 

Extinguishment S405b 

June 09, 2009  

11:00am - 12:30pm  

Session T57. Quantifying 

Smoke Barrier Performance  

N426b 

Contact the 
Foundation

epeterson@nfpa.org 
for more information or 
to participate in 
Foundation programs

Foundation Website
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The Automatic Sprinkler Fire Protection Research Council will meet 
Tuesday morning , June 9th at 7:30 a.m. in Hyatt McCormick Place, Room 
cc21bc. The 2 hour agenda will include a review of recent research conducted 
through the Foundation and establishment of current priorities for research in 
support of the NFPA 13 family of standards. Breakfast will be served.

Other Foundation Events: The annual presentation of the Bigglestone award 
will be made during the Conference general session on Monday, June 8th at 1:00 
p.m. Finally, please stop by and visit the Foundation’s exhibit booth during your 
stay in Chicago. 

We look forward to seeing you there!
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