Submit this by-lined article to the appropriate editorial contact at your local newspaper. (A by-lined article is a news story written by you, and credits you as the author when published).  If you’re not sure to whom the article should be sent, contact the paper’s editorial assistant for help. When submitting the article, include some background information about your professional fire service experience, which will lend credibility to the information and expertise you’re providing the newspaper and its readers. 

Oven, range use for heating – fuel assistance

For many people, home heating during the winter months is simply too expensive. To keep their families warm, they may resort to hazardous measures, such as using ovens and cooking ranges to generate heat. However, these efforts pose multiple, extremely dangerous fire hazards.

To reduce these and other home heating risks during December, January and February - when half of all U.S home heating fires occur - the nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) have teamed up to promote a joint fire safety campaign, “Put a Freeze on Winter Fires.” Both organizations implore people to not use ovens and cooking ranges for heating, which dramatically increase the risk of fire, burns and carbon monoxide poisoning.

If you can’t afford to heat your home this winter, support is available. The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is a program of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  LIHEAP may be able to help keep you and your family safe and healthy with billing paying assistance, energy crisis assistance and weatherization and energy-related home repairs. The National Energy Assistance Referral project is a free service to provide you with information on the LIHEAP Program. Call toll-free at 866-674-6327 or visit energynear.org.

For more heating fire safety advice from NFPA and USFA’s “Put a Freeze on Winter” campaign, visit www.nfpa.org/winter.

