Submit this by-lined article to the appropriate editorial contact at your local newspaper. (A by-lined article is a news story written by you, and credits you as the author when published).  If you’re not sure to whom the article should be sent, contact the paper’s editorial assistant for help. When submitting the article, include some background information about your professional fire service experience, which will lend credibility to the information and expertise you’re providing the newspaper and its readers. 

Fuel Burning Heaters – Kerosene and Gas

Kerosene and gas burning stoves can be effective tools for heating, but they also pose fire hazards that contribute to home heating equipment as the second leading cause of U.S. home fires.

That’s one reason why the nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) are teaming up to reduce the risk of home heating fires during December, January and February, when half of all U.S. home heating fires occur.  Through their joint fire safety campaign, “Put a Freeze on Winter Fires,” both organizations offer the following guidelines for safe use of kerosene and gas burning stoves:

· Always use the proper fuel as specified by the manufacturer.
· When refueling, allow the appliance to cool and refuel outside.
· When using the heater, open a window to ensure proper ventilation.
· In portable kerosene or other liquid-fueled space heaters, always use the proper grade of the proper fuel.
· All new, unvented gas-fired space heaters with an oxygen depletion sensor that detects a reduced level of oxygen in the area where the heater is operating and shuts off the heater before a hazardous level of carbon monoxide accumulates. If you have an older heater without this feature, replace it with one that does.
· If the pilot light of your gas heater goes out, allow 5 minutes or more for the gas to go away before trying again, do not allow gas to accumulate, and light the match before you turn on the gas to the pilot to avoid risk of flashback.
· If you smell gas in your gas heater, do not attempt to light the appliance. Leave the building immediately and call 9-1-1, the fire department, or the gas company.
· 
Winter fires are preventable! For more heating fire safety advice from NFPA and USFA’s “Put a Freeze on Winter” campaign, visit www.nfpa.org/winter. 
