Submit this by-lined article to the appropriate editorial contact at your local newspaper. (A by-lined article is a news story written by you, and credits you as the author when published).  If you’re not sure to whom the article should be sent, contact the paper’s editorial assistant for help. When submitting the article, include some background information about your professional fire service experience, which will lend credibility to the information and expertise you’re providing the newspaper and its readers. 

Smoke Alarms and Escape Planning

Home heating is the second leading cause of U.S. home fires. That’s according to the nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA), who have teamed up to reduce the risk of heating fires this December, January, and February, when half of all home heating fires occur.

Winter fires are preventable, but they do happen. As part of their joint winter fire safety campaign, “Put a Freeze on Winter Fires,” NFPA and USFA urge everyone to make sure their smoke alarms are properly located and in working order, and that they have a home fire escape plan that all household members have practiced. The following, simple safety precautions can help ensure that everyone in your household is protected and prepared in the event of a fire:

· Make sure smoke alarms are located inside every bedroom, outside each sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the basement.
· For the best protection, interconnect all smoke alarms throughout the home. When one sounds, they will all sound.
· Test smoke alarms monthly using the test button
· Replace smoke alarms that are more than 10 years old.
· Develop a home escape plan that includes two ways out (a door and a window) from every room and a meeting place outside in front of the home. Practice the escape regularly, at least twice a year.

For more heating fire safety advice from NFPA and USFA’s “Put a Freeze on Winter” campaign, visit www.nfpa.org/winter.

