Submit this by-lined article to the appropriate editorial contact at your local newspaper. (A by-lined article is a news story written by you, and credits you as the author when published).  If you’re not sure to whom the article should be sent, contact the paper’s editorial assistant for help. When submitting the article, include some background information about your professional fire service experience, which will lend credibility to the information and expertise you’re providing the newspaper and its readers. 

Three Feet Away

The nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) are teaming up to reduce the risk of home heating fires this December, January and February, when half of all U.S. home heating fires occur. Through their joint fire safety campaign, “Put a Freeze on Winter Fires,” both organizations urge everyone to use extreme caution when heating their homes this winter, and to keep anything that can burn far away from heating equipment.

Placing a heat source too close to things that can burn is a leading cause of home heating equipment fires, and it’s the leading cause of related fire deaths; on average, more than half (53%) of all home heating fire deaths result from heating equipment being placed too close to things that can burn.
 
NFPA and USFA strongly encourage people to keep things that can burn, such as paper, bedding or furniture, at least three feet away from heating equipment, and to create a three-foot “kid-free zone” around them as well. By taking these and other simple safety precautions, everyone can significantly reduce their risk to associated fires.

Winter fires are preventable! For more heating fire safety advice from NFPA and USFA’s “Put a Freeze on Winter” campaign, visit www.nfpa.org/winter.

