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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO:  Technical Committee on Fire Department Ground Ladders 

  

FROM: Jenny Depew, Project Administrator 

 

DATE:  January 23, 2017 

 

SUBJECT: NFPA 1931 Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) No. 1254  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

The attached proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) is being submitted to you for letter ballot to 

add new sections 3.3.26 and A.3.3.26, revise section 4.1.3.5.1, and add new section 4.8 of the 2015 

Edition, of NFPA 1931, Standard for Manufacturer’s Design of Fire Department Ground Ladders. 

This proposed TIA was submitted by Scott Patton of Little Giant Ladder Systems and endorsed by A. K. 

Rosenhan of Mississippi State University and Kevin Lewis of Cobb County Fire & Emergency Services. 

This proposed TIA will be published for public comment in the February 9, 2017 issue of NFPA News 

with a Public Comment Closing Date of March 23, 2017.  Any public comments received will be 

circulated to the committee.  The Standards Council will consider the issuance of this TIA at the 

scheduled Council meeting on August 15-17, 2017. 

In accordance with Section 5 of the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards, you are 

being balloted on the technical merits of the proposed TIA and whether this matter is of an emergency 

nature. 

Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than February 7, 2017.  As noted 

on the ballot form, please return the ballot to Jenny Depew either via e-mail to jdepew@nfpa.org or via 

fax to 617-770-0700.  You may also mail your ballot to the attention of Jenny Depew at NFPA, 1 

Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169. 

Note:  Please remember that the return of ballots and attendance at committee meetings are required in 

accordance with the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards. 
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NFPA 1931-2015 Edition  
Standard for Manufacturer’s Design of Fire Department Ground Ladders 
TIA Log No.: 1254 
Reference: 3.3.26, A.3.3.26, 4.1.3.5.1, 4.8(new) 
Comment Closing Date:  March 23, 2017 
Submitter: Scott Patton, Little Giant Ladder Systems 
 
1.  Add new definition 3.3.26 and annex material A.3.3.26 to read as follows: 
 

3.3.26* Multi-Purpose Ladder. A ground ladder capable of being used as either a step 
ladder or a straight ladder and comprising two telescoping adjustable-length-section 
assemblies connected via a hinge assembly. 
 
A.3.3.26 Multi-Purpose Ladder. Multi-purpose ladders are typically manufactured in 
accordance with commercial standards.  Because these ladders have a typical duty rating 
of only 136 kg to 170 kg (300 lb to 375 lb), which is far less than that of a ladder 
manufactured in accordance with NFPA 1931, it is highly recommended that multi-
purpose ladders be loaded with only a single person and not used for the rescue of victims 
where both the victim and the fire fighter are required to be on the ladder simultaneously. 

 
2.  Revise 4.1.3.5.1 to read as follows: 
 

4.1.3.5.1 Folding, multi-purpose, and pompier ladder rungs shall be excluded from this 
requirement. 

 
3.  Add a new section 4.8 and renumber subsequent paragraphs to read as follows:   
 

4.8 Additional Requirement for Multi-Purpose Ladders Only. The design 
requirement of this section shall apply in addition to the design requirements of Section 
4.1. 
4.8.1 ANSI Certification. Multi-purpose ladders shall be certified as complaint with 
either ANSI A14.2, Ladders — Portable Metal — Safety Requirements, or ANSI A14.5, 
Ladders — Portable Reinforced Plastic — Safety Requirements, with duty ratings of 
Type 1A or 1AA. 
4.89 Manufacturer Certification. 
4. 89.1 Ground ladders . . . ladder manufacturer. 
4. 89.2 A label stating . . .affixed to the ladder. 
 

 
Substantiation:  The purpose of this Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) request is to rectify a 
situation where a fire department may have multi-purpose ladders tested and certified as 
compliant with NFPA 1932 yet those multi-purpose ladders are not certified as compliant with 
NFPA 1931. 
 
NFPA 1932-2015 contains a definition and testing requirements for in-service multi-purpose 
ladders.  NFPA 1931-2015 does not contain a definition or specific requirements for such ladders 
beyond the duty ratings listed in Table 4.1.1 - Ground Ladder Duty Rating.   



 
Service testing requirements for multi-purpose ground ladders were added to NFPA 1932, 
Standard on Use, Maintenance, and Service Testing of In-Service Fire Department Ground 
Ladders, in the 2010 edition of the standard. These requirements were added in response to a 
change to NFPA 1901, Standard for Automotive Fire Apparatus, which allowed multi-purpose 
ladders to be included in the equipment inventory of specific types of fire apparatus. 
 
NFPA 1901, Standard on Automotive Fire Apparatus, 2016 edition, allows the substitution of 
multi-purpose ladders for folding ladders or allows these ladders to be carried in addition to the 
required compliment of ground ladders.  Please see NFPA 1901-2016 sections 5.8.1.3 and 
5.8.1.4 (pumper apparatus), 6.8.1.3 (initial attack apparatus), 8.8.1.4 and 8.8.1.5 (aerial fire 
apparatus), 9.8.1.3 and 9.8.1.4 (quint fire apparatus), and 10.8.1.2 (special service fire apparatus).  
This allowance has been included in NFPA 1901 since the 2009 edition of the standard. 
 
NFPA 1901-2016 and the previous edition of the standard requires that multi-purpose ladders 
meet either ANSI A14.2, Ladders — Portable Metal — Safety Requirements, or ANSI A14.5, 
Ladders — Portable Reinforced Plastic — Safety Requirements, with duty ratings of Type 1A or 
1AA. 
 
This proposed TIA will add a definition and design requirements to NFPA 1931 for multi-
purpose ladders.  As drafted, these changes will mirror the requirements of NFPA 1901, 2016 
edition, and the definition for multi-purpose ladders in NFPA 1932, 2015 edition. 
 
The proposed addition to 4.1.3.5.1 allows the use of trapezoidal rungs common in multi-purpose 
ladders on these ladders 
 
These amendments, if issued as a TIA, will coordinate requirements for this type of ladder 
among NFPA standards and allow for fire departments to purchase multi-purpose ladders that are 
certified to NFPA 1931. 
 
Emergency Nature:  The presence of a definition and testing requirements for multi-purpose 
ladders in NFPA 1932-2015 and the absence of a definition or substantial requirements for multi-
purpose ladders in NFPA 1931-2015 is likely an omission by the Technical Committee on Fire 
Department Ground Ladders.  This creates a conflict between these two standards that can be 
resolved with the changes requested by this TIA. 
 
We believe that this situation constitutes an emergency worthy of correction by means of a TIA.  
The Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards cite omissions and conflicts as 
determinative factors in the evaluation of the emergency nature of a TIA (5.2 (a) and 5.4 (b)). 
 
 
 


