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1. Revise 7.4.5.1 to read as follows: 

7.4.5.1 Where a Class 3 protective hood is provided as a separate element and is not attached 
to the garment, the Class 3 protective hood shall meet all of the applicable requirements 
specified in 7.4.1, with the exception of 7.4.2.6 and 7.4.2.7 when the hood is part of a CBRN 
PAPR. 
 

2. Revise 7.5.5.1 to read as follows: 
7.5.5.1 Where a Class 3R protective hood is provided as a separate element and is not attached 
to the garment, the Class 3R protective hood shall meet all of the applicable requirements 
specified in 7.5.1, with the exception of 7.5.2.6 and 7.5.2.7 when the hood is part of a CBRN 
PAPR. 

3. Revise 7.6.5.1 to read as follows: 
7.6.5.1 Where a Class 4 protective hood is provided as a separate element and is not attached 
to the garment, the Class 4 protective hood shall meet all of the applicable requirements 
specified in 7.6.1, with the exception of 7.6.2.5 and 7.6.2.6 when the hood is part of a CBRN 
PAPR. 

4. Revise 7.7.5.1 to read as follows: 
7.7.5.1 Where a Class 4R protective hood is provided as a separate element and is not attached 
to the garment, the Class 4R protective hood shall meet all of the applicable requirements 
specified in 7.7.1, with the exception of 7.7.2.5 and 7.7.2.6 when the hood is part of a CBRN 
PAPR. 
 

Substantiation:  It is important that ensembles be provided in a variety of different 
configurations to accommodate end user needs. New requirements for hood elements have been 
added to NFPA 1994 to address Class 3, Class 3R, Class 4, and Class 4R in recognition of these 
end user needs. These requirements specify that hood materials meet the same requirements as 
garment materials, including the provision of minimum levels of breathability. However, when 
applied to hood portion of a chemical/biological/radiological/nuclear powered air-purifying 
respirators (CBRN PAPR), the requirement for breathable materials is unreasonable because it 
ignores the fact that PAPR by their nature provides a more effective form of heat transfer for 
cooling by convection, which represents a tremendous benefit to the end user. Moreover, PAPR 
do not require fit testing and thus become available to a larger number of first responders. 
Finally, it is important to point out that the technical committee responsible for NFPA 1994 has 
no specific authority or oversight for the certification of CBRN PAPR, which is undertaken by 
the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) per the requirements of Title 
42 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 84. These regulations do not specify requirements for 
the breathability of materials used in the construction of hoods that are part of CBRN PAPR. 



 
Emergency Nature.  The standard contains an error or an omission that was overlooked during 
the regular revision process.  The proposed TIA intends to offer to the public a benefit that would 
lessen a recognized (known) hazard or ameliorate a continuing dangerous condition or situation. 
 
The Technical Committee did not consider the use of CBRN PAPR with hoods as part of the 
process to add hood elements to the revised NFPA 1994 standard. The current criteria restrict the 
availability of current hoods that potentially offer significant benefits to first responders in terms 
of both comfort and overall response capabilities. Lastly, the breathability criteria create a 
potential conflict with the current NIOSH criteria as applied to CBRN PAPR as established in 42 
CFR Part 84. 
 
 
Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  To submit a comment, please 

identify the number of the TIA and forward to the Secretary, Standards Council, 1 Batterymarch Park, 

Quincy, MA 02169‐7471. 

 
 

mailto:TIAs_Errata_FIs@nfpa.org?subject=Comment on Proposed TIA 1279 on NFPA 1994

