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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO:  Code-Making Panel 2 

  

FROM: Sarah Caldwell, Project Administrator 

 

DATE:  March 13, 2017 

 

SUBJECT: NFPA 70 Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) No. 1262 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

The attached proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) is being submitted to you for letter ballot.  

This proposed TIA was submitted by Mark Hilbert of MR Hilbert Electrical Inspections & Training and 

endorsed by Frank Coluccio of New York City Department of Buildings  

This proposed TIA will be published for public comment in the April 6, 2017 issue of NFPA News with a 

Public Comment Closing Date of May 18, 2017.  Any public comments received will be circulated to the 

committee.  Finally, the Standards Council will review and consider the issuance of this TIA. 

In accordance with Section 5 of the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards, you are 

being balloted on the technical merits of the proposed TIA and whether this matter is of an emergency 

nature. 

Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than Monday, March 27, 2017.  

As noted on the ballot form, please return the ballot to Sarah Caldwell either via e-mail to 

scaldwell@nfpa.org or via fax to 617-984-7110.  You may also mail your ballot to the attention of Sarah 

Caldwell at NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169. 

Note:  Please remember that the return of ballots and attendance at committee meetings are required in 

accordance with the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards. 
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NFPA 70® -2017 Edition 
National Electrical Code® 
TIA Log No.: 1262 
Reference: 220.12, Exception No. 2 
Comment Closing Date: May 18, 2017 
Submitter: Mark Hilbert, MR Hilbert Electrical Inspections & Training 
 

1.  Revise 220.12, Exception No. 2 to read as follows: 
 

Exception No. 2:  Where a building is designed and constructed to comply with an energy 
code adopted by the local authority and specifying an overall lighting density of less than 
13.5 volt-amperes/13.5 m2 (1.2 volt-amperes/1.2 ft2), the unit lighting loads in Table 220.12 
for office and bank areas within the building shall be permitted to be reduced by 11 volt-
amperes/11 m2 (1 volt-amperes/1 ft2). 

 
 
Substantiation:  Exception No. 2 to 220.12 was a new requirement in the 2017 NEC.  The 
allowance to reduce the unit lighting load of Table 220.12 by 1 volt-ampere/ft2 for banks and 
office areas was a positive step toward recognizing how the requirements in adopted energy 
codes can affect compliance with the National Electrical Code. 
 
During the Second Draft it appears the numeric values “13.5 m2, (1.2 ft2), 11 m2 and (1 ft2)” were 
repeated in the formula.  Because this was overlooked during the regular revision process, CMP 
2 voted on the exception with the repeated numeric values and as currently written there will be 
confusion in the industry, a TIA is necessary to remove additional numeric values. 
 
 
Emergency Nature:  The standard contains an error or an omission that was overlooked during 
the regular revision process.   
 
Having repeated numeric values in the formula will result in considerable confusion in the 
industry and misapplications of the exception. 


