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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:  Code-Making Panel 3 
  
FROM: Sarah Caldwell, Project Administrator 

 
DATE:  January 4, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: NFPA 70 Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) No. 1244  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

The attached proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) is being submitted to you for letter ballot. 
This proposed TIA was submitted by Ryan Jackson of West Valley City, UT and endorsed by Mark C. 
Ode of Underwriters Laboratories Inc., and Susan Newman Scearce of City of Humboldt, TN (IAEI 
Representative).   

This proposed TIA will be published for public comment in the January 5, 2017 issue of NFPA News with 
a Public Comment Closing Date of February 22, 2017.  Any public comments received will be circulated 
to the committee.  The Standards Council will consider the issuance of this TIA at the next scheduled 
Council meeting on April 4 – 5, 2017. 

In accordance with Section 5 of the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards, you are 
being balloted on the technical merits of the proposed TIA and whether this matter is of an emergency 
nature. 

Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than Wednesday, January 18, 2017 
by 11:59PM (ET).  As noted on the ballot form, please return the ballot to Sarah Caldwell either via e-
mail to scaldwell@nfpa.org or via fax to 617-984-7110.  You may also mail your ballot to the attention of 
Sarah Caldwell at NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169. 

Note:  Please remember that the return of ballots and attendance at committee meetings are required in 

accordance with the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards. 
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NFPA 70®- 2017 Edition 
National Electrical Code® 
TIA Log No.: 1244 
Reference:  590.4(G) 
Comment Closing Date:  February 16, 2017 
Submitter:  Ryan Jackson, West Valley City, UT 
 
 
1. Revise 590.4(G) to read as follows: 
 

590.4(G)  Splices. A box, conduit body, or other enclosure, with a cover installed, shall be 
required for all splices. except where: 
 
Exception:  On construction sites, a box, conduit body, or other enclosure shall not be 
required for either of the following conditions: 
 

(1) The circuit conductors being spliced are all from nonmetallic multiconductor cord or 
cable assemblies, provided that the equipment grounding continuity is maintained with or 
without the box. 
(2) The circuit conductors being spliced are all from metal sheathed cable assemblies 
terminated in listed fittings that mechanically secure the cable sheath to maintain effective 
electrical continuity. 

 
 
Substantiation.  The new allowance to the 2017 version of 590.4(G) allows for open splices for 
any temporary installation.  This allowance used to apply only to construction sites when certain 
criteria was met.  As written for the new edition, an open splice is permitted for any temporary 
installation, provided that similar criteria to the construction site rule is met. This means that 
areas such as Christmas tree sales lots, for example, can have open splices where the public 
would have access to them.  This is obviously an unsafe installation, as 300.15 makes perfectly 
clear.  Unfortunately, 300.15 doesn’t apply here as this rule specifically modifies it, as permitted 
by 90.3.  This leaves the AHJ no authority to reject an installation that is obviously a safety 
hazard and a fire hazard. 
 
Emergency Nature.  The standard contains an error or an omission that was overlooked during 
the regular revision process.  The proposed TIA intends to offer to the public a benefit that would 
lessen a recognized (known) hazard or ameliorate a continuing dangerous condition or situation.   


