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1. Revise Article 690.17, Exception to read as follows: 
 

Exception to (A) through (E): A connector shall be permitted to be used as an ac or 
a dc disconnecting means, provided that it complies with the requirements of 690.33 
and is listed and identified for use with specific equipment. 
 

 
Substantiation.  It has come to the attention of NFPA staff and various members of the solar PV 
industry that the placement of the exception after 690.17(E) is causing confusion.  The intent of 
CMP4 was that this exception would apply to all of 690.17.  In fact, it makes no sense for it to 
apply to 690.17(E) since the exception is not to the interrupting rating of the disconnect, but to 
all the provisions of disconnects.  The problem arose when 690.17 was reorganized and the title 
of the exception inadvertently was not changed to reflect that it applies to all of 690.17.  By 
simply clearly stating that the exception applies to all of 690.17, and not just 690.17(E), the 
concern is removed and the intent is clarified. 
 
 
Emergency Nature.  The NFPA Standard contains an error or an omission that was overlooked 
during a regular revision process.  
 
This TIA rectifies an unintended consequence of the placement of the Exception in 690.17.  Due 
to the reorganization of 690.17, there was a need for the exception to clearly apply to all five 
subsections of 690.17.  According to the rules of exception placement, while the exception is in 
the correct location, it must clearly distinguish that it applies to all five subsections rather than 
just the last subsection.  Some authorities having jurisdiction (AHJs) have begun to enforce the 
exception as only relating to 690.17(E), rendering the exception meaningless and unenforceable.  
By simply adding the words “to (A) through (E)”, the intent of CMP4 is clarified and the 
exception has meaning and enforceability. 
 
 
Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  To submit a comment, please 

identify the number of the TIA and forward to the Secretary, Standards Council, 1 Batterymarch Park, 

Quincy, MA 02169‐7471. 
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