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1. CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME 
 

Don Moeller called the meeting to order at 0900. He welcomed the committee to 

Quincy and thanked the NFPA for hosting the meeting.  

 

 

 



 

2. SELF INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS AND GUESTS 

 

The committee completed self-introductions. Greg Harrington is teaching in Seattle 

this week therefore Allan Fraser provided staff support for the meeting. 

 

3. CHAIR’S REPORT 

 

Don advised the committee that Charlie Zimmerman had recently passed away. 

Charlie’s involvement with the committee stretched over many years, firstly serving 

as staff liaison before joining the committee as a member and he was eventually 

appointed Member Emeritus. Charlie built many professional and personal friendships 

with members of the committee and our condolences go to his family.  

 

The committee congratulated Russ Fleming on receiving the John J. Ahern 

President’s award for 2016 from the SFPE. 

 

4. UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

1 Spring 2017 NFPA 914 First Draft Meeting. May 9-10, 2017, Belfast, Northern 

Ireland, UK with a Heritage Fire Safety conference on May 11th. (Mike Coull) 

2 Fall 2017: NFPA 909 and NFPA 914 Task Group Meeting. Portland, Oregon, 

September 19 – 21, 2017. (G. Crosby, dates and location to be confirmed).   

3 Spring 2018: NFPA 914 Second draft Meeting. Washington, DC May 8-10, 2018 

(M. Kilby, dates and location to be confirmed). 

 

5. RESILIENCE DISCUSSION 

 

Kathleen Almand from the Fire Protection Research Foundation provided an 

overview of the work the NFPA have been doing to raise awareness of resiliency. She 

explained that Don Bliss of the NFPA is leading on this. Resources available in 

considering resiliency are a report, and workshop PowerPoint presentation and these 

can be found at: http://www.nfpa.org/news-and-research/fire-statistics-and-

reports/research-reports/proceedings/2016-proceedings/resiliency-and-emergency-

preparedness-workshop  

 

Some questions were asked regarding work undertaken by ISO and the documents 

they have already completed. Much debate surrounded the lack of a single definition 

of resiliency and it was agreed this was something the 914 task group would consider. 

 

6. NFPA 909 TASK GROUP REPORT 

 

It was confirmed that no NITMAM’s have been received and it is anticipated that the 

2017 revision of NFPA909 will be published around the end of 2016/ early 2017. 

 

During the break-out session, the NFPA 909 task group discussed future additions to 

the document, including a need to consider resiliency, protecting facilities and 

collections from wildland fires, i.e. structures, artefacts and sculptures, the need to 

consider the findings of the extinguisher project and how this may be used within the 

document and the need to consider protection for wet collections.  

 

http://www.nfpa.org/news-and-research/fire-statistics-and-reports/research-reports/proceedings/2016-proceedings/resiliency-and-emergency-preparedness-workshop
http://www.nfpa.org/news-and-research/fire-statistics-and-reports/research-reports/proceedings/2016-proceedings/resiliency-and-emergency-preparedness-workshop
http://www.nfpa.org/news-and-research/fire-statistics-and-reports/research-reports/proceedings/2016-proceedings/resiliency-and-emergency-preparedness-workshop


 

7. NFPA 914 TASK GROUP REPORT 

 

Sheila Coppinger provided the committee with an update on the work being 

undertaken by the 914 Task Group. She has structured the group with teams looking 

at specific sections/ tasks associated with 914 and appointed team leaders for each of 

these areas. 

 

Research Project – Team Leader Kevin Morin 

Sheila and Kevin have prepared a draft project description for an IQP project at WPI. 

Milosh Puchovsky provided the meeting with some background information and 

advised that an IQP project tended to look at the societal impact of engineering. This 

project would probably start in September 2017. There is a need to develop the 

project structure/ expected outcomes and his should be completed by January 2017 to 

enable students to be recruited to the project. 

 

Inclusion of All Risk Material in the Appendix – Team Leader Sheila Coppinger 

Earthquake – Grant Crosby 

Flood – Sheila Coppinger and Fred Leber 

It is anticipated that this appendix will provide guidance through the sharing of best 

practice and case studies. For the hazard of flood, the group are looking at developing 

a flood emergency plan/ checklist, building on similar tools available through Chubb 

and FM Global.  

 

For the hazard of earthquake, the NPS has offered to allow us to review the Old 

Faithful lodge earthquake hardening project for consideration as a case study or to 

demonstrate best practice.  

 

Following earlier discussion on resiliency, it is clear that this must be a consideration 

within this annex material. 

 

Review of Chapters 13 and 14 – Team Leader Fred Leber 

Fred is considering whether there is redundant information and whether these chapters 

are user friendly. He also has to discuss this with the NFPA101 committee to 

determine if there is a conflict between chapter 43 of 101 and the information in 914. 

 

Annex S Protection of Historic Districts – Team Leader Ray Allshouse 

Ray advised that he has not found any updated reference material on fire protection of 

historic districts. Don highlighted that there is no reference to Historic Districts in the 

body of the code to draw the reader’s attention to the appendix material. 

 

During the task group break-out session it was suggested that the name of the code 

could incorporate protection of historic structures and districts and that reference to 

districts could be woven into the document. This will be considered further by the 

task group. 

 

Over All Review of the code – Team Leader Sheila Coppinger 

During the previous review cycle, some public comments were submitted too late for 

the committee to consider. Sheila held on to these as there are some comments that 

she feels require further examination and these were discussed during the meeting. 

 



 

Mark Hopkins will assist Sheila review Annex K as there is a need for this committee 

to work with NFPA 25 to ensure codes are aligned wherever possible. 

 

The task group discussed removing ‘Fire’ from the title of the document, reviewing 

the scope, developing a definition for ‘resiliency’ and how the concept of resiliency 

can be adopted into the code. The task group will meet through a series of conference 

calls to progress the above items and enable the entire task group to participate. 

 

   

8. PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHER AGENT TASK GROUP REPORT  

 

Patricia Silence provided an update on the Fire extinguisher project. A draft report of 

the materials assessment phase has been prepared and should be sent to the technical 

review committee next week for commentary.  There are a couple of questions about 

how closely this report should be integrated with the already prepared methodology 

report that the committee have been asked to consider and provide feedback on. The 

testing team would prefer to publish the reports as two standalone reports due both to 

content and writing style.  Depending on the extent of the comments and the 

suggestions from the review committee, it is expected that the report(s) will be 

published on the FRPF website and a webinar will be held sometime between October 

1st and December 31st  

 

9. PROTECTION OF WET COLLECTIONS 

 

Paul Morris from the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University 

addressed the meeting on the subject of fluid collections, i.e. collections preserved in 

liquids, primarily alcohol based. This is a subject that has been discussed within The 

Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections (SPNHC). These 

discussions have highlighted a high variability in treatment by code enforcement 

authorities, many of whom adopt NFPA30 as the benchmark standard.  

 

Among the concerns from the collections management community are lack of clarity, 

unsustainable costs and mitigation measures for rare, large events. 

 

The question Paul put to the committee was, is there evidence based approaches to 

spill based mitigation, fire prevention and fire suppression? 

 

Debbie Freeland suggested this is an area that the 909 task group may wish to 

consider including as part of the next review of 909. There may need to be a focus on 

key methods of storage and storage configurations and a starting point may be a 

process of providing information. 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM, Wednesday September 21, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11. FM GLOBAL RESEARCH CAMPUS TOUR 

 

The committee visited the FM Global Research Campus at West Glocester, RI on 

Thursday September 22, 2016.  

 

The facility comprises five main areas, the visitor center and Fire Technology 

Building, Natural Hazards laboratory, Electrical Hazards Laboratory, Hydraulics 

Laboratory and the remote Test Facility. 

 

During the tour, members of the committee were able to learn about some innovative 

solutions to flood prevention and response, view the effect of an earthquake, observe 

a large scale fire test and witness the effect of a dust explosion. 

 

The committee are grateful to John Harrington of FM Global for organising the visit 

and also to our hosts/ tour guides for the day, Ronnie Gibson and Victor Jaworski. 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Mike Coull Secretary. 


