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Alternates

Tammy Lynn Bitting, Van-Packer Company, IL  [M] 
  (Alt. to Christopher R. Schulz) 
James P. Brewer, Magic Sweep Corporation, VA  [IM] 
  (Alt. to C. Royal Edwards) 
Rick Curkeet, Intertek Testing Services NA, Inc., WI  [RT] 
  (Alt. to Howard A. Grisack) 
Jack H. Goldman, Hearth, Patio, & Barbecue Association, VA  [M] 
  (Alt. to Benjamin V. L. Weathersby) 
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  (Alt. to Robert V. LeClair) 
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Nonvoting

Janet Buyer, US Consumer Product Safety Commission, MD [C] 

Staff Liaison:  James D. Lake

  Committee Scope:  This Committee shall have primary responsibility for 
documents on fire safety for the construction, installation, and use of chimneys, 
fireplaces, vents, venting systems, and solid fuel-burning appliances. It also 
shall be responsible for documents on clearances of heat-producing appliances 
from combustible materials and terms relating to chimneys, vents, and heat-
producing appliances. 

  This list represents the membership at the time the Committee 
was balloted on the text of this edition. Since that time, changes 
in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is 
found at the front of this book. 

The Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces, and Venting Systems 
for Heat-Producing Appliances is presenting two Reports for adoption, as 
follows:

Report I:  The Committee proposes for adoption, a withdrawal of NFPA 
97, Standard Glossary of Terms Relating to Chimneys, Vents, and Heat-
Producing Appliances, 2003 edition.  NFPA 97-2003 is published in Volume 
13 of the 2004/2005 National Fire Codes and in separate pamphlet form.

NFPA 97 has been submitted to letter ballot of the Technical Committee 
on Chimneys, Fireplaces, and Venting Systems for Heat-Producing 
Appliances, which consists of 23 voting members.  The results of the balloting, 
after circulation of any negative votes, can be found in the report.

Report II:  The Technical Committee proposes for adoption, amendments) 
to NFPA 211, Standard for Chimneys, Fireplaces, Vents, and Solid Fuel-
Burning Appliances, 2003 edition.  NFPA 211-2003 is published in Volume 7 
of the 2004/2005 National Fire Codes and in separate pamphlet form.

NFPA 211 has been submitted to letter ballot of the Technical Committee 
on Chimneys, Fireplaces, and Venting Systems for Heat-Producing 
Appliances, which consists of 23 voting members.  The results of the balloting, 
after circulation of any negative votes, can be found in the report.
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_______________________________________________________________ 
97-1 Log #CP2  Final Action: Accept 
(Entire Document)  
_______________________________________________________________ 
Submitter: Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces, and Venting 
Systems for Heat-Producing Appliances 
Recommendation:  Withdraw NFPA 97, Standard Glossary of Terms Relating 
to Chimneys, Vents, and Heat-Producing Appliances. 
Substantiation:  The glossary is no longer necessary.  
   The terms are either defined in NFPA 211 or the upcoming NFPA Glossary 
of Terms. 
Committee Meeting Action: Accept  
Number Eligible to Vote: 23 
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 17 Negative: 1  
Ballot Not Returned: 5 ORELLANA, PEACOCK, STONE, SUTHERLAND, 
WEATHERSBY 
Explanation of Negative:  
   GIBBONS: I believe that deleting NFPA 97 will result in the loss of term 
that area benefit to the industry that may not be found elsewhere. 
_______________________________________________________________ 
97-2 Log #CP1  Final Action: Reject 
(Chapter 3 (GOT))  
_______________________________________________________________ 
Submitter: Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces, and Venting 
Systems for Heat-Producing Appliances 
Recommendation:  Adopt the preferred definitions from the NFPA Glossary 
of Terms for the following terms:  
   Appliance Flue. (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   The passage(s) within an appliance through which combustion products pass 
from the combustion chamber of the appliance to the draft hood inlet opening 
on an appliance equipped with a draft hood or to the outlet of the appliance on 
an appliance not equipped with a draft hood. 
 Appliance Flue. (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed. 
   The flue passage within an appliance. 
   Atmospheric Tank.  (preferred) NFPA 30, 2003 ed. 
   A storage tank that has been designed to operate at pressures from 
atmospheric through a gauge pressure of 6.9 kPa (1.0 psig) (i.e., 760 mm Hg 
through 812 mm Hg) measured at the top of the tank. 
 Atmospheric Tank . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A storage tank that has been designed to operate at gauge pressures from 
atmospheric through 3.45 kPa (0.5 psi). 
   Automatic Valve . (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   An automatic or semiautomatic device consisting essentially of a valve and 
operator that control the gas supply to the burner(s) during operation of an 
appliance. 
 Automatic Valve . NFPA 97, 2003 ed  
   A valve operated by an automatic control. 
   Baffle . (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   An object placed in or near an appliance to change the direction of, or to 
retard the flow of, any combination of air, air–gas mixtures, air–fuel mixtures, 
and flue gases. 
 Baffle . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   An object placed in an appliance to change the direction of, or to retard, the 
flow of air, air–fuel mixtures, or flue gases. 
   Boiler . (preferred) NFPA 85, 2004 ed. 
   A closed vessel in which water is heated, steam is generated, steam is 
superheated, or any combination thereof by the application of heat from 
combustible fuels in a self-contained or attached furnace. 
 Boiler . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A closed vessel in which water is heated, steam is generated, steam is 
superheated, or in which any combination thereof takes place by the application 
of heat from combustible fuels, in a self-contained or attached furnace. 
   Central Warm-Air Forced-Air-Type Furnace . (preferred) NFPA 211, 
2003 ed. 
   A central furnace equipped with a blower that provides the primary means for 
the circulation of air. 
 Central Warm-Air Forced-Air Furnace . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A central furnace equipped with a blower that provides the primary means for 
the circulation of air. 
   Combustible Material . (preferred) NFPA 220 
   Any material that will burn, regardless of its autoignition temperature. 
 Combustible Material . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   Material made of or surfaced with wood, compressed paper, plant fibers, 
plastics, or other material that can ignite and burn, whether flameproofed or 
not, or whether plastered or unplastered. 
   Continuous Pilot . (preferred) NFPA 86, 2003 ed. 
   A pilot that burns throughout the entire period that the heating equipment is 
in service, whether or not the main burner is firing. 
 Continuous Pilot . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A pilot that burns without turndown for the entire time a burner is in service, 
whether or not the main burner is firing. 
   Cubic Foot (ft3) of Gas.  (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   The amount of gas that would occupy 1 ft3 (0.03 m3) when at a temperature 
of 60°F (16°C), saturated with water vapor and under a pressure equivalent to 
that of 30 in. w.c. (7.5 kPa). 

 Cubic Foot of Gas . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   The amount of gas that occupies 0.0283 m3 (1 ft3) when at a temperature of 
16°C (60°F), saturated with water vapor and under a pressure equivalent to 101 
kPa (30 in. of mercury). 
   Draft . (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   A pressure difference that causes gases or air to flow through a chimney, 
vent, flue, or fuel burning equipment. 
 Draft . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   The pressure differential that causes the flow of air or gases through a 
chimney, gas vent, or venting system. 
   Draft Hood . (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   A nonadjustable device built into an appliance, or made a part of the vent 
connector from an appliance, that is designed to (1) provide for the ready 
escape of the flue gases from the appliance in the event of no draft, backdraft, 
or stoppage beyond the draft hood, (2) prevent a backdraft from entering the 
appliance, and (3) neutralize the effect of stack action of the chimney or gas 
vent upon the operation of the appliance. 
 Draft Hood . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A device built into an appliance, or made a part of the vent connector from 
an appliance, that is designed (1) to provide for the ready escape of the flue 
gases from the appliance in the event of no draft, backdraft, or stoppage beyond 
the draft hood, (2) to prevent a backdraft from entering the appliance, and (3) 
to neutralize the effect of stack action of the chimney or gas vent upon the 
operation of the appliance. 
   Duct System . (preferred) NFPA 853, 2003 ed. 
   A continuous passageway for the transmission of air that, in addition to ducts, 
includes duct fittings, dampers, fans, and accessory air-managing equipment 
and appliances. 
 Duct System . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A continuous passageway for the transmission of air that, in addition to ducts, 
might include duct fittings, dampers, plenums, fans, and accessory air-handling 
equipment. 
   Expanding Pilot . (preferred) NFPA 86, 2003 ed. 
   A pilot that burns at a set turndown throughout the entire period that the 
heating equipment is in service, but burns without turndown during light-off of 
the main burner.  
 Expanding Pilot . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A continuously burning pilot that is automatically expanded to ignite the 
main burner reliably. The pilot can be turned down at the end of the main-
burner flame-establishing period. 
   Fire Damper . (preferred) NFPA 221, 2000 ed. 
   A device, installed in an air distribution system, designed to close 
automatically upon detection of heat to interrupt migratory airflow, and to 
restrict the passage of flame. 
 Fire Damper . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A damper arranged to seal off airflow automatically through part of an air 
duct system to restrict the passage of heat. A fire damper also can be used as a 
smoke damper, provided the location lends itself to the dual purpose. 
   Flame Spread Rating . (preferred) NFPA 801, 2003 ed. 
   A relative measurement of the surface burning characteristics of building 
materials. 
 Flame Spread Rating . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A relative measurement of the surface burning characteristics of building 
materials when tested in accordance with NFPA 255, Standard Method of Test 
of Surface Burning Characteristics of Building Materials. 
   Fuel Oil . (preferred) NFPA 86, 2003 ed. 
   Grades 2, 4, 5, or 6 fuel oils as defined in ASTM D 396, Standard 
Specifications for Fuel Oils. 
 Fuel Oil . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   Any hydrocarbon oil as specified by ASTM D 396, Standard Specification 
for Fuel Oils, or the Canadian Government Specification Board, 3-GP-2e, 
Heating Fuel Oil, and having a minimum flash point of 38°C (100°F). 
   Inerting . (preferred) NFPA 69, 2002 ed. 
   A technique by which a combustible mixture is rendered nonignitible by 
addition of a noncombustible gas or a noncombustible dust. 
 Inerting . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A technique by which a combustible mixture is rendered nonignitable by 
addition of an inert gas or a noncombustible dust. 
   Intermittent Pilot . (preferred) NFPA 86, 2003 ed. 
   A pilot that burns during light-off and while the main burner is firing. 
 Intermittent Pilot . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A pilot that is lighted automatically each time there is a call for heat and that 
burns during the entire period that the main burner is firing. 
   Interrupted Pilot . (preferred) NFPA 86, 2003 ed. 
   A pilot that is ignited and burns during light-off and is automatically shut off 
at the end of the trial-for-ignition period of the main burner(s). 
 Interrupted Pilot . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A pilot that is lighted automatically each time there is a call for heat, where 
the pilot fuel is cut off automatically at the end of the main-burner flame-
establishing period. 
   Main Burner . (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   A device or group of devices essentially forming an integral unit for the final 
conveyance of gas or a mixture of gas and air to the combustion zone and on 
which combustion takes place to accomplish the function for which the 
appliance is designed. 
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 Main Burner . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A device or group of devices essentially forming an integral unit for the final 
conveyance of fuel or a mixture of fuel and air to the combustion zone, and 
from which combustion takes place to accomplish the function for which the 
appliance is designed. 
   Mechanical Draft . (preferred) NFPA 31, 2001 ed. 
   Draft produced by mechanical means.  
 Mechanical Draft . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   Draft produced by a fan or an air or steam jet. When a fan is located so as to 
push the flue gases through the chimney or vent, the draft is forced. When the 
fan is located so as to pull the flue gases through the chimney or vent, the draft 
is induced. 
   Mechanical Exhaust System . (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   Equipment installed in and made a part of the vent, which will provide a 
positive induced draft. 
 Mechanical Exhaust System . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   Equipment, installed as part of or attached to a duct, which will cause air 
flow. 
   Natural Draft . (preferred) NFPA 31, 2001 ed. 
   Draft produced by the difference in the weight of a column of flue gases 
within a chimney or vent and a corresponding column of air of equal dimension 
outside the chimney or venting system. 
 Natural Draft . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   Draft produced by the difference in the weight of a column of flue gases 
within a chimney or vent and a corresponding column of air of equal dimension 
outside the chimney or vent. 
   Natural Draft-Type Burner . (preferred) NFPA 31, 2001 ed. 
   A burner that depends primarily upon the natural draft created in the chimney 
or venting system to induce the air required for combustion into the burner. 
 Natural Draft-Type Burner . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A burner that depends primarily on the natural draft created in the chimney 
or venting system to induce the air needed for combustion into the burner. 
   Noncombustible Material . (preferred) NFPA 220, 1999 ed. 
   A substance that will not ignite and burn when subjected to a fire. 
 Noncombustible Material . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A material that, in the form in which it is used and under the conditions 
anticipated, will not ignite, burn, support combustion, or release flammable 
vapors when subjected to fire or heat. Materials that are reported as passing 
ASTM E 136, Standard Test Method for Behavior of Materials in a Vertical 
Tube Furnace at 750°C, shall be considered noncombustible materials. 
   Oil-Burning Stove . (preferred) NFPA 31, 2001 ed. 
   A self-contained, freestanding, above-the-floor, indirect-fired appliance 
equipped with one or more oil burners. 
 Oil-Burning Stove . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A self-contained, freestanding, above-the-floor, indirect-fired appliance 
equipped with one or more oil burners. It can be equipped with an integral oil 
tank or can be designed for connection to a separate oil supply tank. 
   Piping System . (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   All piping, valves, and fittings from the outlet of the point of delivery from 
the supplier to the outlets of the equipment shutoff valves. 
 Piping System . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   Piping or tubing, valves, and fittings used to connect fuel-burning utilization 
equipment to the source of supply. 
   Proved Pilot . (preferred) NFPA 86, 2003 ed. 
   A pilot flame supervised by a combustion safeguard that senses the presence 
of the pilot flame. 
 Proved Pilot . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A pilot flame supervised by a primary safety control that senses the presence 
of the pilot flame prior to allowing the main burner fuel to be delivered for 
combustion. 
   Relief Valve . (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   A safety valve designed to forestall the development of a dangerous condition 
by relieving either pressure, temperature, or vacuum in a hot water supply 
system. 
 Relief Valve . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A valve designed to forestall the development of an unsafe condition by 
relieving excessive pressure, temperature, or vacuum. 
   Room Heater . (preferred) NFPA 211, 2003 ed. 
   A heating appliance intended for installation in the space being heated and 
not intended for duct connection. 
 Room Heater . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A self-contained, freestanding, air-heating appliance intended for installation 
in the space being heated and not intended for duct connection. 
   Safety Shutoff Valve . (preferred) NFPA 160, 2001, ed. 
   A listed, fast-closing valve that automatically and completely shuts off the 
fuel supply in response to a normal or safety shutdown. 
 Safety Shutoff Valve . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A shutoff valve that is automatically closed by the safety control system or 
by an emergency device, and that can be of the automatically or manually 
opened type. 

   Smoke Test . (preferred) NFPA 211, 2003 ed. 
   A procedure for ascertaining the tightness of a chimney and for detecting any 
cracks in a masonry chimney flue or deterioration or breaks in the integrity of a 
metal chimney flue, and that involves igniting a smoke bomb or building a 
smoky fire in a fireplace or solid fuel-burning appliance, covering the chimney 
termination, and checking for smoke escapage through the chimney walls. 
 Smoke Test . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A procedure for ascertaining the tightness of a chimney and for detecting any 
cracks in a masonry chimney flue, or deterioration or breaks in the integrity of 
a factory-built or metal chimney flue, that involves igniting a smoke bomb or 
building a smoky fire in a fireplace or solid fuel-burning appliance, covering 
the chimney termination, and checking for smoke escapage through the 
chimney walls. 
   Type B Gas Vent . (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   A vent for venting listed gas appliances with draft hoods and other Category I 
gas appliances listed for use with Type B gas vents. 
 Type B Gas Vent . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A vertical or nearly vertical gas vent for venting listed gas appliances with 
draft hoods and other Category I gas appliances listed for use with Type B gas 
vents. 
   Type B-W Gas Vent.  (preferred) NFPA 54, 2002 ed. 
   A vent for venting listed gas-fired vented wall furnaces. 
 Type B-W Gas Vent . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A vertical or nearly vertical gas vent for venting listed gas-fired vented wall 
furnaces. 
   Vented Appliance . (preferred) NFPA 211, 2003 ed. 
   An indirect-fired appliance provided with a flue collar to accommodate a 
venting system for conveying flue gases to the outside atmosphere. 
 Vented Appliance . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   An indirect-fired appliance provided with a flue collar to accommodate a 
venting system for conveying flue gases to the outer air. 
   Venting . (preferred) NFPA 211, 2003, ed. 
   Removal of combustion products as well as noxious or toxic fumes to the 
outside atmosphere.  
 Venting . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   Removal of combustion products as well as noxious or toxic fumes to the 
outer air. 
   Wash . (preferred) NFPA 211, 2003 ed. 
   A slight slope or beveled edge on the top surface of a chimney designed to 
shed water away from the flue liner. 
 Wash . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   A slight slope or beveled edge on the top surface of a chimney designed to 
shed water away from the flue liner. Also referred to as splay.  
   Water Heater . (preferred) NFPA 211, 2003 ed. 
   A fuel-burning appliance for heating water to a temperature not more than 
93°C (200°F). 
 Water Heater . (secondary) NFPA 97, 2003 ed 
   An indirect-fired fuel-burning or electrically heated appliance for heating 
water to a temperature not more than 93°C (200°F), having an input not greater 
than 58.6 kW/hr (200,000 Btu), and a water-containing capacity not exceeding 
454 L (120 U.S. gal).  
Substantiation:  Adoption of preferred definitions will assist the user by 
providing consistent meaning of defined terms throughout the National Fire 
Codes. 
   The following procedure must be followed when acting on defined terms 
(extract from the Glossary of Terms Definitions Procedure): 
 2.1 Revising Definitions. 
   2.1.1  Prior to revising Preferred definitions, the Glossary of Terms should be 
consulted to avoid the creation of additional Secondary definitions. 
 2.1.2  All Secondary definitions should be reviewed and eliminated where 
possible by the following method (in order of preference): 
   a) adopt the preferred definition if suitable. 
   b) modify the secondary term and/or definition to limit its use to a specific 
application within the scope of the document. 
   c) request that the Standards Council determine responsibility for the term . 
   d) request that the Standards Council authorize a secondary definition. 
   (extract from the NFPA Manual of Style): 
 2.3.2.6  Existing general definitions contained in the NFPA Glossary of Terms 
shall be used where technically accurate and correct.  
Committee Meeting Action: Reject  
Committee Statement:  See Committee Action on Proposal 97-1 (Log #CP2). 
Number Eligible to Vote: 23 
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 18  
Ballot Not Returned: 5 ORELLANA, PEACOCK, STONE, SUTHERLAND, 
WEATHERSBY 
Comment on Affirmative  
   STEGMEIR: I concur with the Committee Action as outline in Proposal 97-1 
(Log #CP2). 
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 _______________________________________________________________ 
97-3 Log #1  Final Action: Reject 
(3.3.84 Flame Spread Rating, 3.3.183 Smoke Developed Rating )  
_______________________________________________________________ 
Submitter: Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International 
Recommendation:  Revise text to read as follows: 
   3.3.84 Flame Spread Index. A comparative measure, expressed as a 
dimensionless number, derived from visual measurements of the spread of 
flame vs. time for a material tested in accordance with NFPA 255 or with 
ASTM E 84. 
   3.3.183 Smoke Developed Index. A comparative measure, expressed as a 
dimensionless number, derived from measurements of smoke obscuration vs. 
time for a material tested in accordance with NFPA 255 or with ASTM E 84. 
 3.3.84 Flame Spread Rating. A relative measurement of the surface burning 
characteristics of building materials when tested in accordance with NFPA 255, 
Standard Method of Test of Surface Burning Characteristics of Building 
Materials. 
   3.3.183 Smoke Developed Rating. The smoke developed rating of materials 
as determined by NFPA 255, Standard Method of Test of Surface Burning 
Characteristics of Building Materials; ASTM E 84, Standard Test Method for 
Surface Burning Characteristics of Building Materials; and UL 723, Standard 
for Safety Test for Surface Burning Characteristics of Building Materials.  
Substantiation:  This proposal contains the correct terminology and is not 
associated with any other issue. The terminology for “flame spread index” and 
“smoke developed index” has been adopted by NFPA 101 and NFPA 5000 and 
is consistent with that used in the ICC and ASTM fire standards. Flame spread 
rating and smoke developed rating are terms that are no longer used. 
Committee Meeting Action: Reject  
Committee Statement:  See Committee Action on Proposal 97-1 (Log #CP2). 
Number Eligible to Vote: 23 
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 18  
Ballot Not Returned: 5 ORELLANA, PEACOCK, STONE, SUTHERLAND, 
WEATHERSBY 
Comment on Affirmative  
   STEGMEIR: I concur with the Committee Action as outline in Proposal 97-1 
(Log #CP2). 
 
 
 


