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Executive Summary

During 2001, an estimated 7,100 reported fires in educational properties caused 76 civilian
injuries and $127.7 million in estimated direct property damage. Educational properties
include: public, private and parochial schools from preschool through high school where
students attend during the day only; daycare facilities; public, private or parochial boarding
schools; trade or business schools; and colleges or universities. Dormitories are considered
residential and therefore are not included in this report.

Fires in the educational occupancy group fell 53% from 15,100 in 1980 to 7,100 in 2001. In
comparison, structure fires of all types declined 48% from 1980 to 2001. From 2000 to 2001,
fires in these occupancies increased slightly by less than 1%.

During the three-year period of 1999-2001:

e Educational property structure fires started in a wide variety of areas. During this time
period, the leading area of origin was the lavatory or locker room, with 23% of the
incidents. Another 13% of the fires started in the kitchen. Seven percent started in
classrooms or assembly area for less than 100 people. Another 7% started in the
corridor or hallway.

e Forty-six percent of the fires in educational properties were intentionally set. Cooking
causes was involved in another 13% of fires in these properties during the same period.
The third most common cause was electrical distribution equipment with 8%.

e Fires in educational facilities peaked in March with 11% but are fairly evenly distributed

from January through May. The smallest shares of fires occurred in July. August was a
close second.
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