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Disability Access Review and Advisory Committee 
 

  
Luxor Hotel & Casino  

(Nile Chamber “A”) 

Las Vegas, NV 
 

June 5-6, 2010 Minutes (Draft) 
 
 

1. Call to order. The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman, Bill Scott 
followed by self- introductions of members and guests 

 
2. Attendance.  Those in attendance were members: 

 
Rocky Burks Access Manager, D.O.T, City of Sacramento, CA 
Allan Fraser  NFPA Staff 
Marsha Mazz US Access Board Representative 
Tom Norton Norel and NFPA Board of Directors 
Richard Skaff Designing Accessible Communities 
Bill Scott Abilities Unlimited, Glendale, AZ 
Stephen Spinetto ADA Coordinator, City of Boston  

 
Guests: 

 
Lorraine Carli VP. Communications, NFPA 
Justin Cronin Retired Fire Chief, Avon MA.  
Christian Dubay VP. Operation & Chief Engineer, NFPA 
Bruce Fraser Fraser Fire Protection 
Mike Hazel Web Publisher, NFPA  
Jeff Knight Fire Department, City of Newton, MA  
Mike May Sendero Group, LLC 
Robert Schifiliti R.P. Schifiliti Assocs. 
James Shannon President & CEO, NFPA 

 
 
3. Minutes:  The committee approved the minutes for the meeting of June 5-6, 2009 in 

Chicago, IL as written.  
 
4. The Chair took a few moments to publically congratulate Marsha Mazz on being selected 

to receive the Ronald Brown Standards Leadership Award from ANSI that will be given at 
the ANSI World Standards Day celebration, September 23, 2010 in Washington, DC.  
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5. NFPA Web-Site: The committee discussed NFPA’s website with Mike Hazel. They made 
a number of suggestions for potential actions/activities that NFPA might consider for 
expanding NFPA/DARAC outreach and involvement with the disability community 
including: 
 

a. Establishing an ability to get feedback from readers possible by posting one e-
ACCESS article from each issue on the website in a blog format so that readers 
could provide feedback and possibly have discussions with each other, 

b. A “one shot” e-mail blast feedback survey, 
c. Reach out to other organizations, both disability and fire related to set up website 

links to each other. 
d. Suggested that NFPA staff, including, but not limited to, Lorraine Carli, Mike Hazel, 

Robert Solomon and Chris Dubay, look into these possibilities 
 
6. Marketing and Outreach for Disability Materials & Programs: Suggested mutual links 

be established with and NFPA explore running programs through: 
i. State Fire Marshals  
ii. US Department of Education 
iii. State Departments of Education 
iv. AARP (through DC office) 

 
7. 2011 Conference & Expo in Boston:  The committee would like to do something more 

pro-active in Boston. Given the RESNA standards activity that they influenced, the 
concept is to build public acceptance of these devices by people with disabilities. The 
idea is to have all four device manufacturers do some sort of high profile, live 
demonstrations using pre-trained people with disabilities and then encouraging the 
general public to try them. Additionally, they would like to specifically invite those with 
disabilities from local colleges and universities, advocacy programs, elderly and any other 
local organizations who serve those with mobility disabilities. Members believe that the 
largest obstacle to rapid adoption/acceptance of these devices, even with a standard in 
place, will require good public education so that the potential users won’t be afraid of 
them when the time comes. Staff to investigate and report back within the next few 
months. 

 
8. Steve Spinetto  would like NFPA to run a seminar on “Emergency Evacuation Planning 

Guide for People with Disabilities” for Boston area colleges and universities. He has very 
good contacts. Staff will follow up with him over the summer.  

 
9. Staff provided updates on NFPA activities and initiatives: 

 
a. e-ACCESS 
b. “Guides” and related seminars 
c. NFPA Journal,  July/August 2010 
d. Residential Sprinkler Initiative 
e. NFPA 101/5000  
f. IHPC 
g. FIR 
h. National Summit on Disability Policy 2010 
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10. Bill Scott provided an update on the RESNA committee developing a new product 
standard for Stair Descent Devices. 

 
11. Marsha Mazz and Staff provided an update on the three ANSI-HSSP Workshops: 

 Products 
 Codes and Standards 
 Emergency Preparedness  

 
12. Staff provided an update on Fire Prevention Week – Oct. 3-9, 2010 

 
13. Marsha Mazz and Staff provided an update on ICC/ANSI A117.1. Still has some work to 

do, but should be out by the end of the calendar year.  
 
14. New Business  

 
A numbers of guests joined the committee for the conversation about new and 
emerging technology related to notification and way-finding for people with disabilities 
and to request DARAC’s help in developing conceptual directions for the industry. 
Guests included: 

Bruce Fraser       Fraser Fire Protection Services 
Vic Humm          Vic Humm & Associates 
Jeff Knight          City of Newton Fire Department 
Tom Norton        US Naval Historical Center 
Bob Schifiliti       R.P. Schifiliti Associates, Inc. 
Mike May     Sendero Group  

 
Tom Norton requested that NFPA set up a fall conference of industry representatives, 
members of the NFPA 72 TC, disability experts and representatives of the FPRF to 
develop items for submission to the NFPA 72 committees at the ROP phase. The 
deadline for proposals is Nov. 5, 2010. 
 

15. Rocky Burks discussed CASP – Certified Accessibility Specialist Program. Municipalities   
are now required to have at least one certified inspector. There is a minimum of 15 CE’s 
required for recertification. Rocky thought it might be a good idea to set up a program on 
fire and life safety issues for people with disabilities for the re-certification part.  He feels 
this is the perfect avenue for NFPA. There are 2200 jurisdictions in California and as of 
the moment only 200 have certified inspectors. The committee felt that this is not 
something that NFPA should pursue at this time, but rather should wait for States to 
approach us for training if they so choose.  

16. Richard Skaff lead a discussion on his concerns relative to fire alarm pull stations. The 
committee agreed that these need to be made more accessible, but that change will need 
to come in the form of code proposals and that more anthropomorphic research will be 
needed to develop those.   

17. Richard Skaff lead a discussion on destination elevators and specifically what San 
Francisco, CA is doing with its code. Bill Scott will appoint a task group to look at the 
proposed wording. Members interested in participating or wanting to suggest appropriate 
individuals should e-mail the Chair with copies to staff.    
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18. Membership: The committee agreed to have the Chair send a letter to Jim Shannon 
requesting that Patricia Barbosa be removed from the committee as she has not 
participated in committee meetings or activities for several years. In addition, the 
committee also requests that Jim Shannon appoint Gail Minger to the committee. Gail 
has not only participated as a guest at DARAC meetings, but is a national advocate for 
campus fire safety and will be a great asset to the committee as it moves forward. 

Bill Scott appointed Rocky Burks, Marsha Mazz, Toby Olsen and himself as a task group 
to review the bylaws and operating procedures and to make appropriate 
recommendations for modifications for committee votes at the next meeting in June, 2011 
in Boston. The task groups first draft should be sent to staff by the end of Jan., 2011 at 
which time a hybrid (web/phone) meeting will be set up to finalize the recommendations 
so they can be sent to the entire committee in time for review and comment prior to the 
June meeting.  
  

19. Dates/Location for Next Meeting: The committee’s next meeting will be June 10-11, 
2011 in Boston, MA. The committee would like staff to see if they can set up to meet one 
day at the WGBH studios, Steve Spinetto has good contacts there, and the other day at 
the Mass, Hospital School in Canton where Tom Norton is on the Board of Directors. The 
school would be better on Friday. 

 
20. The meeting was adjourned at 4:15pm on Sunday, June 6, 2010 

 
 
 
Minutes prepared by A. Fraser, NFPA Staff liaison 
 


