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LEARN NOT TO BURN® - LEVEL 1

Smoke Alarms are Important
LESSON PLAN

Teacher Information
•	 Smoke alarms save lives. Every home needs smoke alarms. They should be installed on every level of the 

home (including the basement), outside each sleeping area, and inside each bedroom. A smoke alarm 
makes a “beep, beep, beep” sound. Between each set of three beeps is a slight pause – “beep, beep, beep, 
pause, beep, beep, beep, pause”, and so on. A smoke alarm senses smoke. It will sound if there is smoke in 
the home – possibly from a fire. When the smoke alarm sounds, everyone should leave the home  
right away 

Teaching Points
•	 A smoke alarm will let you know if there is a fire in your home.

•	 It will make a loud “beep, beep, beep” if there is smoke.

•	 If the smoke alarm sounds, everyone should leave the home right away.

•	 You need smoke alarms in your home.

It is important to have a smoke alarm in your bedroom so the smoke alarm will beep where you sleep.  
It will wake you if there is a fire. Once outside, stay outside until the fire department or a family  
member says it is safe to go back inside.

Objectives
The students will:

•	 Identify the sound of a smoke alarm.

•	 Identify where you sleep as an important place  
to have a smoke alarm.

•	 Respond to the sound of a smoke alarm.

Materials
•	 Learn Not To Burn concept web (on transparency,  

whiteboard, or chart paper)

•	 Sparky the Fire Dog® by Don Hoffman

•	 Smoke alarm

•	 Red and white beads

•	 String

•	 Shoeboxes (one for every child)

•	 Bottle caps (twist caps) or any other small white  
object that can represent a smoke alarm
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Procedure
1. Introduce the Learn Not to Burn concept web. The teacher should explain that over the course of this unit 

students will be learning about the different ways they can practice fire safety. Each time a new concept 
is learned it will be added to the concept web. Write “Smoke Alarms are Important” on the first arm of the 
concept web, leaving five remaining spaces for the upcoming lessons.

2. Activate prior knowledge by asking students what they know about smoke alarms and whether or not 
they have ever seen or heard one. 

3. Show the students the smoke alarm; explain that smoke alarms are used to keep you safe in your home. 
Explain that even if you cannot see a fire, it is still very dangerous. Tell the children that smoke alarms 
let you know if there is smoke in your home by making a loud “beep - beep – beep” sound. Gather the 
students in one area, such as a rug in the front of the classroom. Activate the smoke alarm and ask the 
students to leave the rug when they hear the sound and meet at a safe place in the room, just like they 
would leave their home and meet at their family’s meeting place. Do not allow the children to return to 
the rug until you tell them that it is safe. Practice this game with their eyes open and closed to show that 
the smoke alarm will let them know there is a fire during the day and at night. 

4. Have the children practice making the sound of the smoke alarm. Remind them that it has to beep three 
times in a row and then pause.

5. Give each child a string and have them return to their tables. Place a small bowl of red beads and a small 
bowl of white beads at each table. Explain that the red beads represent the beeps and the white beads 
represent the pause. Have the children create smoke alarm necklaces or bracelets using the sound pat-
terns, three reds and one white. 

6. Return to the rug and review that smoke alarms go “beep-beep-beep” when there is smoke or fire in the 
home. Reinforce that whenever they hear that sound they must immediately leave their home and go to 
their meeting place.

7. Discuss that it is important to not only have a smoke alarm in every home, but to have a smoke alarm in 
every bedroom and on every level of the home, including the basement.

8. Ask the children why it is important to have a smoke alarm in their bedroom. Record their answers and 
discuss how a smoke alarm wakes you up in case of an emergency and tells you to leave your home. 
Have each child create a diorama of their bedroom using a shoe box. Give each child a white bottle cap 
and have them glue it into their bedroom to represent the smoke alarm that they must have in their bed-
room.

9. Allow the children to display and share their dioramas, reinforcing that everyone’s bedroom must have a 
smoke alarm. 

10. Read Sparky the Fire Dog to the students. Introduce Sparky as the class mascot for the fire safety lessons 
they will be learning. Bring Sparky to life with a bulletin board, Dalmatian stuffed animal or contact your 
local fire department to invite Sparky to visit your classroom. After you read the story, ask the students 
questions to reinforce the lesson:

  a.  Which animal had Sparky inspect the smoke alarms in the home? (Mrs. Sheep) 
 b.  What did Mrs. Sheep’s smoke alarms need? (A battery) 
 c.  How did Sparky know it needed a battery? (He tested it) 
 d.  What sound does Mrs. Sheep’s smoke alarm make? (Beep, beep, beep) 
 e.  What should Mrs. Sheep do when the smoke alarm sounds? (Get outside, stay outside)
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Dear Family,

Our class is learning about fire safety. Today we learned “Smoke Alarms are Important”. Your 
child learned to identify the sound of a smoke alarm and its important role in keeping us safe 
from a fire. We discussed how important it is to get outside when the smoke alarm sounds 
and go to your outside meeting place. Having a smoke alarm on every level of your home 
and inside each sleeping room is crucial. You must be able to hear the smoke alarm if you  
are asleep.

Please talk to you child about the importance of smoke alarms in your home. 

Together we can keep your family safe from fire.

Sincerely,

_____________________________

Here is a fire safety activity you can do with your child.

SMOKE ALARMS ARE IMPORTANT

Fire safety fun for families at sparky.org!

SPARKY.ORG

•	 Find	a	smoke	alarm	in	your	home.

•	 Push	the	smoke	alarm	button	so	you	can	hear	the	
sound.

•	 Have	your	child	tell	you	what	he/she	would	do	if	the	
smoke alarm sounds. (Get outside and stay outside. 
Go to your outside family meeting place like a tree, a 
neighbor’s porch or streetlight.)

•	 Practice	how	you	and	your	child	would	get	outside.	 
Go to your family meeting place.

•	 Find	all	the	smoke	alarms	in	your	home.	Push	the	test	
button so your child can hear the sound and tell you 
what he/she would do if the smoke alarm sounds.

•	 Make	sure	there	is	a	smoke	alarm	inside	every	bed-
room in your home. A smoke alarm should be where 
you sleep.

Test Your Smoke Alarm


