Quick Facts on Fires and Falls in the Home
Multigenerational households are becoming more common. This living

arrangement allows families of different generations to come together to face
many challenges — raising children, caring for aging parents, and managing
housing costs, job loss, and single parenting.
• There are about 4.2 million multigenerational
households in the United States with children under 18,
according to the U.S. Census Bureau. This represents
three percent of all U.S. households.1
• 65% of multigenerational homes include the head of
household with a child and grandchild.
• 34% of multigenerational households include the
		 head of household with a parent and child.
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• There are roughly 360,000 home fires every year.
• Home fires kill roughly 2,500 people per year. In
addition, nearly 13,000 fire injuries are reported
		 each year.
• Seven people die in home fires every day.
• The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
estimates that three of every five home fire deaths result
from fires in homes with no smoke alarms or no working
smoke alarms.
• Smoke alarms should be replaced after 10 years.
		 They don’t last forever.
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• Unintentional falls are the leading cause of non-fatal
injuries treated in hospital emergency departments
		 for most age groups.
• More than 6 million adults age 25 and older and more
than 1.5 million children under age 10 are treated in
hospital emergency departments for unintentional
		 fall injuries.
• Falls are the most common hazard leading to
unintentional death for adults 65 and older, accounting
for more than 20,000 deaths in a recent year.
• Many fall injuries to adults 65 and older are linked to
stairs, ramps, landings or floors.
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