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1. Revise 6.1.5 to read as follows:
6.1.5 Electronic Monitoring and Alarm System. Where an electronic monitoring and alarm
system is installed, 6.1.5.1 and 6.1.5.2 shall apply.

2. Revise 7.2.2 to read as follows:
7.2.2 Inspection Procedures. Periodic inspection or electronic monitoring of fire
extinguishers shall include a check of at least the following items:
(1) Location in designated place
(2) Visibility of the extinguisher or means of indicating the extinguisher location
(3) No obstruction to access Access to the extinguisher
(4) Pressure gauge reading or indicator in the operable range or position
(5) Fullness determined by weighing or hefting for self-expelling-type extinguishers,
cartridge-operated extinguishers, and pump tanks
(6) Condition of tires, wheels, carriage, hose, and nozzle for wheeled extinguishers
(7) Indicator for nonrechargeable extinguishers using push-to-test pressure indicators

3. Add a new paragraph 7.6.2.1 to read as follows:
7.6.2.1  When used in conjunction with non-fire alarm systems, fire extinguisher electronic
monitoring devices shall be inspected and maintained as required by 7.6.1.

Substantiation:   
Current Wording: 

 Section 6.1.5, Electronic Monitoring and Alarm System. Where an electronic
monitoring and alarm system is installed, 6.1.5.1 and 6.1.5.2 shall apply.

Current Substantiation for Proposed Changes: 
 Section 6.1.5 was moved from the Inspection Section of the Standard to the Installation

section of the Standard in 2013 with the additional wording “and Alarm System” added
to the heading. The sentence after the heading on Section 6.1.5 was added in 2018 to
ensure that only electronic extinguisher monitoring that is connected to an alarm system
has to meet the requirements of Section 6.1.5.1 and 6.1.5.2.

 By adding the “and Alarm System” wording (and backed up by the substantiation) the
committee is allowing the stand alone “theft deterrent” technology that was combined
with electronic monitoring in several other sections of the Standard to not have to be
supervised for integrity and power.

 Any safety device, regardless if it is an “add-on”, a stand-alone device or a supplemental
device must have the means of supervision of device integrity and power source.

 Any Listed device would have to meet integrity and power supervision requirements.



Current Wording: 
Section 7.2.2, Inspection Procedures.  

 Subsection (3) Access to the extinguisher. 
 
Current Substantiation for Proposed Changes: 

 The original Subsection (2) read: No Obstruction to access or visibility. 
 The wording “Fire extinguishers shall not be obstructed or obscured from view” has been 

removed from the Standard. The reference to “obstruction” within NFPA 10 dates back 
40 years and is universal in other Standards for pull stations, electrical panels, and other 
critical devices. See Section 6.1.3.3.1.  

 A portion of the Electronic Monitoring device’s design and functionality (obstruction 
detection) was based on the “shall not be obstructed” line in the code. 

 The obstruction detection function was suggested by NFPA and other code body officials 
as a “needed” function during early concept discussions with NFPA. 

 Other sections of the Standard reference Electronic Fire Extinguisher Monitoring 
obstruction detection.  

 The new wording can now be interpreted to mean that it is acceptable for an extinguisher 
to be obstructed (during installation and subsequently during monthly inspections) as 
long as it has a sign indicating its location. 

 
Current Wording: 

 Section 7.2.2 Inspection Procedures.  
o (4) Fullness determined by weighing or hefting.  

 
Current Substantiation for Proposed Changes: 

 Some “hefting” history: 1978 NFPA 10 – For water types without gauges, their fullness 
shall be determined by “hefting”. 

 “Hefting” was originally an inspection requirement for fire extinguishers without gauges. 
  “Hefting” self-expelling type extinguishers and cartridge operated extinguishers is 

required because these devices do not have pressure gauges. 
  “Hefting” is not required on dry chemical extinguishing systems and/or wheeled units, 

which use the exact extinguishing agent as hand portable dry chemical fire extinguishers 
that are required to be “hefted”.  

 As the committee’s original substantiation explains, “Hefting” is only performed to 
indicate if an extinguisher has been emptied. 

 “Hefting” will only determine if the extinguishing agent has been completely expelled 
and won’t indicate if the pressurized expellant has leaked out.  

 There is no scientific way to quantify the “hefting” procedure.  
 Lastly and most importantly, electronically monitoring will always provide a signal to 

the monitoring system when an extinguisher is emptied. 
 
Current Wording: 

 Section 7.6.1 Electronic Monitoring (Chapter 7 Inspection, Maintenance, and 
Recharging) 

Current Substantiation for Proposed Changes: 
 When the current Section 6.1.5 was created, a critical section was dropped that is an 

essential reference for electronic extinguisher monitoring. 



 The old Section 7.1.5.2 was eliminated from the Standard. Section 7.1.5.2 read, “When 
used in conjunction with non-fire alarm systems, fire extinguisher electronic monitoring 
devices shall be inspected and maintained as required in 7.1.5.1 through 7.1.5.2.3 and the 
manufacturer’s listed installation and maintenance manual (s). 

 Nearly half of the electronic extinguisher monitoring systems installed are reporting back 
to non-fire alarm systems. By removing any reference to non-fire alarm systems in the 
Standard, all code recognition of stand-alone systems or monitoring by non-fire alarm 
systems is removed. 

 The section in question is referenced constantly by both AHJ’s and end-users and is 
needed in the Standard. 

 There is no recorded substantiation for the removal of the original Section 7.1.5.2. 
 
 
Emergency Nature:  The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance in which the revised 
NFPA Standard has resulted in an adverse impact on a product or method that was inadvertently 
overlooked in the total revision process or was without adequate technical (safety) justification 
of the action.   
 
Per Standards Council Decision D#18-6 and the assigned Task Groups findings: ……the Council 
finds that the subject matter of the TIA warrants further consideration. Therefore, the Council 
directs NFPA staff to form a balanced task group to evaluate and report back to Council by 
November 1, 2018 whether a TIA related to electronic monitoring should be developed, and if 
so, to develop a proposed TIA. 
 
 
 
 
Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  Please identify the TIA number and 
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