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Pursuant to Section 5 of the NFPA Regulations Governing Committee Projects, the National Fire Protection 
Association has issued the following Tentative Interim Amendment to NFPA 101® Life Safety Code®, 2006 edition.  
The TIA was processed by the Safety to Life Committee and was issued by the Standards Council on July 28, 2006, 
with an effective date of August 19, 2006. 
 
A Tentative Interim Amendment is tentative because it has not been processed through the entire standards-making 
procedures.  It is interim because it is effective only between editions of the standard.  A TIA automatically 
becomes a proposal of the proponent for the next edition of the standard; as such, it then is subject to all of the 
procedures of the standards-making process. 
 
1. Add an asterisk to 36.3.4.3.1 (2), 36.4.4.4.3.1 (3) and 36.4.5.4.3 (2), and add new annex text to chapter 36 for 
new mercantile occupancies as follows: 
 
A.36.3.4.3.1(2)  It is not the intent of 36.3.4.3.1(2) to require occupant notification systems to comply with the 
requirements of  9.6.3 of this Code.  Announcements for fire and other emergencies are permitted to be made 
utilizing live voice public address systems that are routinely used for public announcements and messages, provided 
that notifications for fire and other emergencies take precedence over other system uses.  The nature of the 
occupancy requires that these voice address systems provide a means to relay clear, concise information to building 
occupants in a reliable fashion.  Such information might include the direction of sales and security staff to address a 
variety of conditions including unauthorized entry, theft, lost children, medical emergencies, and other conditions 
that might require the evacuation or relocation of building occupants.  The frequency and impact of such conditions 
to routine operations mandate that public address systems be designed, installed, and maintained as highly reliable 
systems. 
 
It is also recognized that evacuation of a large facility might not be desirable in many instances such as actuation of 
a smoke detector or sprinkler head for an isolated incident that can be easily and locally controlled. Such an incident 
might not be hazardous to the occupants not intimate with the condition, and might not require the response of the 
entire building population.  A live voice public address system permits trained staff to announce specific direction to 
building occupants to achieve necessary action in the affected area without requiring action from occupants that 
might be safely distant from or otherwise adequately protected from the emergency incident.  The unnecessary 
movement of large numbers of people has the potential to be of a greater hazard than that of the detected condition. 



 
It should be noted that the initiation of the alarm is required to comply with the appropriate provisions of  9.6.2 of 
this Code, and that the alarm be indicated at a continuously attended location.  Although the standard alarm system 
notifications are permitted, the use of these types of notification arrangements is not mandatory since the live voice 
public address system has been shown over time to provide an effective and sufficient means to provide emergency 
communications considering the nature of the occupancy, the characteristics of building occupants to hear and 
respond to specific voice command messages, and the ambient noise levels expected in these occupancy 
classifications.   
 
 
A.36.4.4.4.3.1(3)  It is not the intent of 36.4.4.4.3.1(3) to require occupant notification systems to comply with the 
requirements of  9.6.3 of this Code.  Announcements for fire and other emergencies are permitted to be made 
utilizing live voice public address systems that are routinely used for public announcements and messages, provided 
that notifications for fire and other emergencies take precedence over other system uses.  The nature of the 
occupancy requires that these voice address systems provide a means to relay clear, concise information to building 
occupants in a reliable fashion.  Such information might include the direction of sales and security staff to address a 
variety of conditions including unauthorized entry, theft, lost children, medical emergencies, and other conditions 
that might require the evacuation or relocation of building occupants.  The frequency and impact of such conditions 
to routine operations mandate that public address systems be designed, installed, and maintained as highly reliable 
systems. 
 
It is also recognized that evacuation of a large facility might not be desirable in many instances such as actuation of 
a smoke detector or sprinkler head for an isolated incident that can be easily and locally controlled. Such an incident 
might not be hazardous to the occupants not intimate with the condition, and might not require the response of the 
entire building population.  A live voice public address system permits trained staff to announce specific direction to 
building occupants to achieve necessary action in the affected area without requiring action from occupants that 
might be safely distant from or otherwise adequately protected from the emergency incident.  The unnecessary 
movement of large numbers of people has the potential to be a greater hazard than that of the detected condition. 
 
It should be noted that the initiation of the alarm is required to comply with the appropriate provisions of  9.6.2 of 
this Code, and that the alarm be indicated at a continuously attended location.  Although the standard alarm system 
notifications are permitted, the use of these types of notification arrangements is not mandatory since the live voice 
public address system has been shown over time to provide an effective and sufficient means to provide emergency 
communications considering the nature of the occupancy, the characteristics of building occupants to hear and 
respond to specific voice command messages, and the ambient noise levels expected in these occupancy 
classifications.   
 
 
A.36.4.5.4.3(2)  It is not the intent of 36.4.5.4.3(2) to require occupant notification systems to comply with the 
requirements of  9.6.3 of this Code.  Announcements for fire and other emergencies are permitted to be made 
utilizing live voice public address systems that are routinely used for public announcements and messages, provided 
that notifications for fire and other emergencies take precedence over other system uses.  The nature of the 
occupancy requires that these voice address systems provide a means to relay clear, concise information to building 
occupants in a reliable fashion.  Such information might include the direction of sales and security staff to address a 
variety of conditions including unauthorized entry, theft, lost children, medical emergencies, and other conditions 
that might require the evacuation or relocation of building occupants.  The frequency and impact of such conditions 
to routine operations mandate that public address systems be designed, installed, and maintained as highly reliable 
systems. 
 
It is also recognized that evacuation of a large facility might not be desirable in many instances such as actuation of 
a smoke detector or sprinkler head for an isolated incident that can be easily and locally controlled. Such an incident 
might not be hazardous to the occupants not intimate with the condition, and might not require the response of the 
entire building population.  A live voice public address system permits trained staff to announce specific direction to 
building occupants to achieve necessary action in the affected area without requiring action from occupants that 



might be safely distant from or otherwise adequately protected from the emergency incident.  The unnecessary 
movement of large numbers of people has the potential to be a greater hazard than that of the detected condition. 
 
It should be noted that the initiation of the alarm is required to comply with the appropriate provisions of  9.6.2 of 
this Code, and that the alarm be indicated at a continuously attended location.  Although the standard alarm system 
notifications are permitted, the use of these types of notification arrangements is not mandatory since the live voice 
public address system has been shown over time to provide an effective and sufficient means to provide emergency 
communications considering the nature of the occupancy, the characteristics of building occupants to hear and 
respond to specific voice command messages, and the ambient noise levels expected in these occupancy 
classifications.   
 
2. Add an asterisk to 38.3.4.3 (2) and add  new annex text to chapter 38 for new business occupancies as follows: 
 
A.38.3.4.3(2)  It is not the intent of 38.3.4.3(2) to require occupant notification systems to comply with the 
requirements of   9.6.3 of this Code.  Announcements for fire and other emergencies are permitted to be made 
utilizing live voice public address systems that are routinely used for public announcements and messages, provided 
that notifications for fire and other emergencies take precedence over other system uses.  The nature of the 
occupancy requires that these voice address systems provide a means to relay clear, concise information to building 
occupants in a reliable fashion.  Such information might include the direction of security staff and designated 
employees to address a variety of conditions including unauthorized entry, theft, medical emergencies, and other 
conditions that might require the evacuation or relocation of building occupants.  The frequency and impact of such 
conditions to routine operations mandate that public address systems be designed, installed, and maintained as 
highly reliable systems. 
 
It is also recognized that evacuation of a large facility might not be desirable in many instances such as actuation of 
a smoke detector or sprinkler head for an isolated incident that can be easily and locally controlled. Such an incident 
might not be hazardous to the occupants not intimate with the condition, and might not require the response of the 
entire building population.  A live voice public address system permits trained staff to announce specific direction to 
building occupants to achieve necessary action in the affected area without requiring action from occupants that 
might be safely distant from or otherwise adequately protected from the emergency incident.  The unnecessary 
movement of large numbers of people has the potential to be a greater hazard than that of the detected condition. 
 
It should be noted that the initiation of the alarm is required to comply with the appropriate provisions of  9.6.2 of 
this Code, and that the alarm be indicated at a continuously attended location.  Although the standard alarm system 
notifications are permitted, the use of these types of notification arrangements is not mandatory since the live voice 
public address system has been shown over time to provide an effective and sufficient means to provide emergency 
communications considering the nature of the occupancy, the characteristics of building occupants to hear and 
respond to specific voice command messages, and the ambient noise levels expected in these occupancy 
classifications.   
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