NFPA 1710
Changes to Fireground Staffing Levels for
Career Fire Departments
NFPA 1710 provides the minimum requirements relating to the organization and deployment of fire
suppression operations, emergency medical operations, and special operations to the public by
career fire departments.
For the 2016 edition of the standard, subsection 5.2.4 on fire department service deployment was
revised to include three new occupancies, along with the appropriate response staffing levels for
each. The minimum staffing level for each occupancy is listed below. (For the full breakdown of
staffing requirements by position, refer to the subsections specific to each occupancy in 5.2.4.)
Single-Family Dwelling — minimum of 14 members (15 if aerial device is used)
The initial full alarm assignment to a structure fire in a typical 2000 ft2 (186 m2), two-story,
single-family dwelling without a basement and with no exposures must provide for a minimum
of 14 members (15 if an aerial device is used).
Open-Air Strip Mall — minimum of 27 members (28 if aerial device is used)
The initial full alarm assignment to a structure fire in a typical open-air strip shopping center
ranging from 13,000 ft2 to 196,000 ft2 (1203 m2 to 18,209 m2) in size must provide for a minimum
of 27 members (28 if an aerial device is used).
Garden-Style Apartment — minimum of 27 members (28 if aerial device is used)
The initial full alarm assignment to a structure fire in a typical 1200 ft2 (111 m²) apartment within
a three-story, garden-style apartment building must provide for a minimum of 27 members
(28 if an aerial device is used).
High-Rise — minimum of 42 members (43 if building equipped with fire pump)
The initial full alarm assignment to a fire in a building with the highest floor greater than 75 ft
(23 m) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access must provide for a minimum
of 42 members (43 if the building is equipped with a fire pump).
Fire departments that respond to fires in occupancies that present hazards greater than those
found in 5.2.4 shall deploy additional resources as described in 5.2.4.5 on the initial alarm.

NOTE: Even though fireground staffing levels have changed, NFPA 1710 continues to require that engine companies be staffed with
a minimum of 4 on-duty members, as stated in subsection 5.2.3. In addition, paragraph 5.2.2.2.1 requires that the fire department
identify minimum company staffing levels as necessary to meet the deployment criteria required in 5.2.4 to ensure that a sufficient
number of members are assigned, on duty, and available to safely and effectively respond with each company.
Material used in this summary is taken from the 2016 edition of NFPA 1710, Standard for the Organization and Deployment of Fire
Suppression Operations, Emergency Medical Operations, and Special Operations to the Public by Career Fire Departments. This
reprinted material is not the complete and official position of the NFPA or its Technical Committees on the referenced subject,
which is represented solely by the standard in its entirety. That standard can be accessed online at www.nfpa.org.
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