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1. Revise 8.71.2.3 to read as follows:
8.71.2.3*  A reference sample shall be prepared that consists of a composite constructed using two
layers of 8.49.0 oz /yd2 ± 0.41.0 oz /yd2, 100 percent meta-aramid, 1 × 1 rib knit with a stitch count of
37 courses/in. ± 2 courses/in. and 21 wales/in. ± 2 wales per in.

Substantiation:  During the development of this test method and subsequent validation procedure, the 
knit material referenced in this paragraph was purchased to verify the validity of the procedure.  When the 
material was purchased, a product information sheet was submitted and those specifications were added 
to the standard for material selection. After reviewing the product for use in certification testing, it was 
determined that the weight specification provided does not match the weight of the material when 
measured in accordance with ASTM D3776.  UL reviewed the weight procedure used by the 
manufacturer, and how it is used to develop the product information sheet and it was determined that the 
manufacturer weighs an entire roll of the material and then calculates what the average weight would be 
in oz/yd2.  Since this is not the practice of this industry or in accordance with an established laboratory 
practice, it is being suggested that the tolerance required be adjusted to conform with the values generated 
during validation of the material.  The nominal weight and range chosen is intended to allow for either 
method for measurement and allows for the material to comply with the standard.  See below for the 
various methods for which the material was measured at UL and none of the results are within tolerance.  
All measurements were taken from the exact same roll as the samples that were used during the 
development of this test method during the last revision of NFPA 1971 and therefore this difference in 
procedure was overlooked. 

Reference Knit for Particulate Blocking Test  NFPA 
1971‐2018 
Dimensions  Set (1 or 2)  Mass (grams)  oz/yd² 

7" x 7"  Set 1  9.93  9.27 

7" x 7"  Set 2  10.10  9.42 

15" x 15"  Set 1  46.32  9.41 

15" x 15"  Set 2  45.98  9.34 

8‐2.7" Circles  Set 1  9.45  9.45 

8‐2.7" Circles  Set 2  9.49  9.49 

Average  9.40 

Emergency Nature.  The standard contains an error or an omission that was overlooked during the 
regular revision process. 

Material that meets the specifications outlined in the current standard has not been able to be sourced.  
Additionally, it is unknown if the original validation procedure would still be applicable if an alternative 
material was used. 

Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  Please identify the TIA number 
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