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1. Revise 4.1.8 to read as follows: 

4.1.8  The certification organization shall not permit any manufacturer to label any PASS as 
compliant with the 2013 edition of this standard on or after November 30, 2018 August 31, 
2019. 

 
2. Revise 4.1.9 to read as follows: 

4.1.9  The certification organization shall require manufacturers to remove all certification 
labels and product labels indicating compliance with the 2013 edition of this standard from all 
PASS that are under the control of the manufacturer on or before November 30, 2018 August 
31, 2019. The certification organization shall verify this action is taken. 

 
Substantiation:  The effective date for NFPA 1982, 2018 Edition was November 30, 2017. 
Because a NITMAM was filed for NFPA 1981, 2018 Edition, and the resolution of the 
NITMAM will cause the effective date for NFPA 1981 to occur no sooner than August 2018, the 
effective dates for NFPA 1982, 2018 Edition and NFPA 1981, 2018 Edition are now out of sync. 
 
The Technical Committee on Electronic Safety Equipment and the Technical Committee on 
Respiratory Protection Equipment have agreed for many years that it is essential for NFPA 1982 
and NFPA 1981 to have common effective dates. The revision cycles for both standards are thus 
always the same. The Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency Services Protective 
Clothing and Equipment has recognized the merit of such coordination and has worked to ensure 
that the revision cycles for both standards are maintained in synchronization. 
 
As stated above, NFPA 1982, 2018 Edition had an effective date of November 30, 2017. The 
date on which manufacturers can no longer manufacture and ship PASS devices certified to 
NFPA 1982, 2013 Edition is November 30, 2018. This one-year “grace period” exists so that the 
fire service still has the ability to purchase certified NFPA-compliant PASS devices while 
manufacturers are having PASS devices certified to the 2018 Edition of the standard. The third-
party certification process can typically take 6-12 months. 
 
There are no issues when NFPA 1981 has the same effective date and the same grace period as 
NFPA 1982. However, if NFPA 1981, 2018 Edition has an effective date of August 31, 2018, 
and a grace period that runs to August 31, 2019, then the grace period for NFPA 1982, 2018 
Edition will expire significantly before the grace period for NFPA 1981, 2018 Edition. If SCBA 
manufacturers have not achieved NIOSH 42 CFR Part 84 certification, NIOSH CBRN 
certification, and NFPA 1981 compliance certification by November 30, 2018 (all of which are 
necessary for a labeled NFPA-compliant SCBA), a period of time will exist during which the fire 
service will not yet be able to purchase SCBAs and PASS devices that are both certified to the 
2018 Editions of their respective standards, nor will they be able to purchase SCBAs and PASS 
devices that are both certified to the 2013 Editions of their respective standards. 
 



Fire departments will still be able to buy SCBAs certified to NFPA 1981, 2013 Edition after 
November 30, 2018 (until the end of the NFPA 1981, 2013 Edition grace period), but the only 
way they would be able to obtain them with integrated NFPA-compliant PASS devices would be 
if SCBA manufacturers chose to submit the PASS devices they would be certifying to the 2018 
Edition of NFPA 1981 as extensions of approval to the 2013 Edition of the standard as well. 
While this could theoretically be a solution to NFPA-compliant product availability, it is not a 
solution that the fire service will embrace. It creates a hybrid SCBA, in which some components 
will be in one NFPA certification cycle and other components (the PASS device) will be in 
another NFPA certification cycle. This is not a viable option for most fire departments. It could 
cause issues in obtaining either municipal or federal funds, and it could violate local 
departmental policies. 
 
Since the time it takes to obtain NIOSH, CBRN and NFPA certifications is, as stated previously, 
generally 6-12 months, the mixed certification period could be substantial. Municipal funding or 
federal grants for SCBA purchases could expire, and fire departments could permanently lose 
those funds. Much needed equipment would not be purchased, potentially creating a safety 
hazard, because old equipment needing replacement would be forced to remain in use. 
 
This TIA seeks to correct the imbalance in effective dates and grace periods and eliminate the 
potential hardship of mixed-edition certifications by bringing the grace periods for NFPA 1982 
and NFPA 1981 back into sync. There is a recent NFPA precedent, sanctioned by the Standards 
Council, for such an action. In 2013, the U.S. Army testing facility that performs CBRN testing 
for NIOSH experienced some setbacks that caused delays in CBRN SCBA certification. TIA 13-
1 (SC 13-8-24, LOG 1111) for NFPA 1981, 2013 Edition was approved by the Standards 
Council and issued on August 26, 2013, with an effective date of September 15, 2013. In order to 
avoid a time period during which certification agencies would be forced to issue mixed-edition 
certifications, a companion TIA 13-1 (SC 13-8-25, LOG 1112) for NFPA 1982, 2013 Edition 
was approved by the Standards Council and also issued on August 26, 2013, with an effective 
date of September 15, 2013. 
 
While the circumstances for this TIA are different from those in 2013, the problem this TIA 
solves is the same. It allows fire departments to purchase SCBAs and integrated PASS devices 
that are both NFPA-compliant during the one-year grace period after the effective dates of NFPA 
1982 and NFPA 1981, without creating a hybrid SCBA whose components are certified to two 
standards in different NFPA cycles. 
 
Emergency Nature:  The NFPA Standard contains a conflict within the NFPA Standards or 
within another NFPA Standard.  The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance in which 
the revised NFPA Standard has resulted in an adverse impact on a product or method that was 
inadvertently overlooked in the total revision process or was without adequate technical (safety) 
justification of the action.   
 
This was covered in the TIA substantiation above. Without the TIA, a substantial time period 
could exist during which only mixed-edition certifications—unacceptable to most fire 
departments—would be able to be issued for SCBAs with integrated PASS devices. Municipal 
funding or federal grants for SCBA purchases could expire, and fire departments could 
permanently lose those funds. Much needed equipment would not be purchased, potentially 
creating a safety hazard, because old equipment needing replacement would be forced to remain 
in use. 



Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  To submit a comment, please 

identify the number of the TIA and forward to the Secretary, Standards Council, 1 Batterymarch Park, 

Quincy, MA 02169‐7471. 

mailto:TIAs_Errata_FIs@nfpa.org?subject=Comment on Proposed TIA 1368 on NFPA 1982

