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1. Add new paragraph 7.6.2.8, and renumber subsequent paragraphs, to read as follows:

7.6.2.8 Class 4 garment closure assemblies shall be tested for closure strength as specified in Section
8.12, Seam/Closure Breaking Strength Test, and shall have a breaking strength of not less than 34
N/25 mm (7.5 lbf/1 in.).

2. Revise Annex A.7.6.2.9.1 to read as follows:
A.7.6.2.910.1 The requirement for 125 percent elongation is for the purpose of defining an interface
material as elastomeric. If the material has less than a 125 percent elongation at rupture, then the
criteria for 7.6.2.910 do not apply. Instead pertinent criteria in 7.6.2 are applied.

Substantiation:  The TIA addresses a significant omission during the revision of NFPA 1994, 2018 
Edition.  This paragraph was deleted during the Second Draft process, but there is no justification or 
explanation in the published record why this paragraph was deleted. A similar requirements exists for 
Class 4R garments (7.7.2.8), Class 1 (7.1.2.7), Class 2 (7.2.2.6), Class 2R (7.3.2.5), Class 3 (7.4.2.9), 
Class 3R (7.5.2.9). 

Emergency Nature:  The standard contains an error or an omission that was overlooked during the 
regular revision process.   

The closure is a critical and vulnerable component of the protective ensemble.  The closures are often 
located on the front of the garment torso where they are subjected to direct exposure from splash or 
pressure contact exposed victims.  This is a reasonable and critical vulnerability of the liquid chemical 
and biological protective garment.  Lack of requirements on the closure strength places the responders at 
risk.  The lack of this requirement leaves a known and serious deficiency in the performance of the 
NFPA 1994 products. Closure strength requirements exist for all other classes in NFPA 1994. 

Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  Please identify the TIA number and forward 
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