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1.  Revise A.1.1.1 to read as follows: 

A.1.1.1  The fire test method described is intended to evaluate the inclusion of combustible 
components within wall assemblies/panels of buildings.   
The scope does not restrict the use of this test standard to walls with noncombustible framing 
or non-load-bearing exterior walls. Details related to the type, combustibility, and fire 
resistance rating of the building framing are beyond the scope of this standard and are 
addressed in building codes. Also, the fire exposure in this test does not reflect the potential 
exposure from that of an unprotected combustible building such as a mass timber building 
(Su, 2018). For such exposures, additional protection and/or test criteria might be needed.  
The test apparatus described in this standard is commonly referred to as the intermediate-scale 
multistory apparatus (ISMA).  

 
2.  Add a new reference to Annex B.1.2.4 after “Beitel, J.J., and Griffith, J.R., Jr.…” to read as 
follows: 

Su, J., et al., Fire Safety Challenges of Tall Wood Buildings–Phase 2: Task 3-Cross 
Laminated Timber Compartment Fire Tests, Fire Protection Research Foundation, 2018.  

 
 
Substantiation:  NFPA 285 is for the fire propagation characteristics for post-flashover fires of 
interior origin. For post-flashover fires with combustible wall/ceiling, the fire exposure to 
external wall assembly is significantly larger [1, 2] and does not fit the scope. In addition, criteria 
for evaluating load-bearing walls is outside the scope of this standard and is covered in other 
standards such as ASTM E119. This standard does not simulate fire exposure that could be 
initiated within a concealed wall space, such as due to hot work or an electrical deficiency.   
 
1. Su, J., et al., Fire Safety Challenges of Tall Wood Buildings–Phase 2: Task 3-Cross 

Laminated Timber Compartment Fire Tests. 2018.  
2. Agarwal, G., Evaluation of the Fire Performance of Aluminum Composite Material (ACM) 

Assemblies using ANSI/FM 4880. 2017, FM Global, USA.  
 
 
Emergency Nature.  The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance in which the revised 
NFPA Standard has resulted in an adverse impact on a product or method that was inadvertently 
overlooked in the total revision process or was without adequate technical (safety) justification 
of the action.   
 
This is being proposed as a TIA and is considered to be of an emergency nature because of the 
recent change in scope to allow testing with combustible walls and load-bearing walls, that was 
approved for NFPA 285.   
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