Adult Mini-Lesson:

LISTEN

Know the sound of the smoke alarm
Audience: Adults who would benefit from basic information about smoke alarms
Lesson Objective: By the end of the mini-lesson, attendees will be able to recognize the sound of a smoke alarm.
Step 1: Introduction (3 minutes)
• Greet the attendees and thank them for allowing you to speak. Let them know you are happy to be there.
• Introduce yourself and share your connection to the community.
HOOK: Hold up a smoke alarm and ask the group if they know what you are holding. Ask them if they know the sound
that a working smoke alarm makes when it senses smoke. Ask a couple of volunteers to make the sound that their
smoke alarm makes.
Now warn the attendees that you will test the smoke alarm in your hand. Press the test button on the smoke alarm as
a demonstration.
Is that the noise everyone was thinking of?
Explain the purpose of your visit: The 2018 Fire Prevention Week theme is “Look. Listen. Learn. Be aware. Fire can
happen anywhere.” You have to listen for the sound of the smoke alarm. It is important to know the sound that a
working smoke alarm makes.
Step 2: Body (6 minutes)
Explain to attendees that a working smoke alarm will let you know if there is a fire. Fire moves fast. You could only have
minutes to get out safely once the smoke alarm sounds.
Go over each bullet point with your attendees and answer their questions along the way.
• Make sure everyone in your home knows the sound of the smoke alarm and understands what to do when they
hear it.
• Children, older adults, and people with disabilities may need assistance to wake up and get out. Make sure
someone can help them.
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Adult Mini-Lesson: LISTEN Know the sound of the smoke alarm (cont.)
• When the smoke alarm sounds, get out and stay out.
• Go to your outside meeting place. Call 9-1-1 or the fire department.
• Never go back inside for people, pets, or things.
Inform the attendees about some smoke alarm basics:
• It is important to test them monthly by pushing the test button.
*Demonstrate to attendees where the test button is on the smoke alarm you have with you.
• Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old or if they do not respond when tested.
*Show them where on the smoke alarm to look for the date.
Inform attendees that people who are deaf or hard of hearing may not be able to depend on the traditional smoke
alarm to alert them to a fire.
• Smoke alarms and alert devices are available for people who are deaf or hard of hearing.
• Strobe lights flash on these devices when the smoke alarm sounds. The lights warn people of a possible fire.
• When people who are deaf are asleep, a pillow or bed shaker can wake them so they can escape. The shaker is
activated by the sound of a smoke alarm.
• When people who are hard of hearing are asleep, an alert device that uses a loud, mixed, low-pitched sound can
wake them. They may find a pillow or bed shaker helpful. These devices are triggered by the sound of the smoke
alarm.
Step 3: Conclusion (1 minute)
Thank the attendees for allowing you to speak to them for a short time about an important lifesaving topic.
Tell the attendees that you covered a lot of things but to especially remember that it is important to listen for the
sound of a smoke alarm. When you hear a smoke alarm you get out and stay out right away.
Let them know you are available to help them learn everything they need to know about smoke alarms and home fire
safety.
Share your contact information and encourage attendees to reach out with questions.
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