Adult Mini-Lesson:

LOOK

For places fire could happen and address the problems
Audience: Adults who would benefit from from basic information about fire dangers.
Lesson Objective: By the end of the mini-lesson, attendees will be able to identify places to look for fire dangers and
ways to correct those dangers.
Step 1: Introduction (2 minutes)
• Greet the attendees and thank them for allowing you to speak for 10 minutes. Let them know you are happy
to be there.
• Introduce yourself and share your connection to the community.
HOOK: Ask the attendees: Did you know that on average, U.S. fire departments responded to a fire every 24 seconds?
On average, fire claimed seven lives every day.
*If you are outside of the U.S. using this mini-lesson, please verify statistics.
(Source: NFPA Research: www.nfpa.org/research)
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics/Fact-sheets/FireLossFacts.pdf
You can help prevent this from happening to you. You have to be aware. Fire can happen anywhere. When you look,
listen and learn you are keeping yourself and others safe from fire.
Step 2: Body (7 minutes)
Share the following with the attendees:
The 2018 fire prevention week theme is, “Look. Listen. Learn. Be aware. Fire can happen anywhere.”
So look for places fire can start. Take a good look around your home. Gather evidence of fire dangers and address the
problems.
Ask: Where are some places in your home that you could look for fire dangers? What are some of the fire dangers
that you might find?
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Adult Mini-Lesson: LOOK For places fire can happen and address the problems (cont.)
Today, we are going to talk about places to look and things to look for: (Discuss each bullet point with your attendees
and answer any questions they have for each one. Adapt the bullet points as needed to fit your audience.)
The kitchen:
• Anything that can catch fire is kept away from the stovetop.
Ask: What are some things that might be near your stovetop that could catch fire? Oven mitts, boxes, paper
products, etc. could be close enough to catch fire.
• Pets are kept off cooking surfaces and nearby countertops to prevent them from knocking things onto burners.
• Any food being cooked is being watched closely by someone in the home.
Ask: Has anyone ever had a cooking fire? How could it have been prevented?
Heaters:
• Anything that can burn is kept at least 3 feet away from heating equipment.
Ask: What are some things that might be too close to heating equipment? Furniture, blankets, newspapers,
magazines
• Heating equipment and chimneys are cleaned and inspected every year by a qualified professional.
• Portable heaters are turned off when leaving the room or going to bed.
• Proper fuel is used in fuel-burning space heaters.
• The fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks from flying around the room.
• A covered metal container is ready for use to dispose of cooled ashes.
Electricity:
• All electrical work is done by a qualified electrician.
• Only one heat-producing appliance is plugged into a receptacle outlet at a time. Extension cords are not used.
• Electrical cords are checked to make sure they are not running across doorways or under carpets.
• Light ﬁxtures use light bulbs that have the correct number of watts.
Step 3: Conclusion (1 minute)
Thank the attendees for allowing you to speak to them for a short time.
Tell the attendees that you covered a lot of things but to remember — you can save yourself or others from fire by
being your own safety detective and looking for places fire could start. Remind them to be aware because fire can
happen anywhere.
Share your contact information and encourage participants to contact you if they have any questions or concerns
about any fire-safety issues.
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