
 

         
 

May 14, 2021 

 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy 

Chairman 

Committee on Appropriations 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Richard Shelby 

Vice Chairman 

Committee on Appropriations 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Vice Chairman Shelby: 

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is a self-funded, global non-profit organization founded 

in 1896 dedicated to ending losses from fire, electrical, and related life safety hazards. With the 

unabating wildfire crisis in the U.S., NFPA recently launched Outthink Wildfire™, an initiative to advocate 

for policy change in five key areas that will stop the destruction of communities by this hazard. We write 

to ask for your support for key federal programs. 

The five tenets are: 1) all homes and business in areas of wildfire risk must be retrofitted to resist 

ignition; 2) current codes, standards, and sound land use planning practices must be used and enforced; 

3) local fire departments must have adequate resources to protect their communities; 4) fuel 

management on federal and non-federal lands must be a priority; and 5) the public must be well-

informed and motivated to embrace their role in reducing wildfire risk. While action on these fronts is 

urgently needed at all levels of government, Federal programs need to play a key role in ending the 

devastating wildfire losses communities are now experiencing as discussed in this letter. 

Mitigating Wildfire Severity 

NFPA supports the Administration’s FY2022 proposal to provide $1.7 billion in funding for high-priority 

hazardous fuels and forest-resilience projects to the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), in addition to the 

proposed $340 million to the Department of the Interior (DOI) for hazardous fuel treatments on its 

lands. As identified in the National Cohesive Wildfire Management Strategy, denser, more continuous 

 
 

https://www.nfpa.org/wildfirepolicy
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fuel on landscapes now outside of their natural ecological fire regimes is a major contributor to the 

severe wildfires that threaten communities and drain Federal fire suppression resources. The U.S. must 

increase the rate of fuel treatments, including prescribed burning, to address the millions of acres now 

at high or very high risk of wildfire. 

In addition to increased resources for hazardous fuel treatment projects, NFPA supports programs that 

enable collaboration between the USFS and its partners, assist state and private land managers in 

restoring forest health, and encourage landscape-scale restoration projects. For example, the 

Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration program has been successful in reducing fire risk and 

achieving other management objectives through a stakeholder-driven process aimed at minimizing 

conflict.1 Given the National Cohesive Strategy’s call for increased landscape-scale fuel treatment and 

forest health projects, funding this program at its authorized level of $80 million can help continue and 

expand on its success. Similarly, the Landscape Scale Restoration Program should receive $20 million.    

Finally, NFPA supports a robust budget for forestry research, including programs to better understand 

wildfire behavior and landscape treatment strategies, as well as programs to develop new wood 

products and markets to create more financial incentives for hazardous fuel treatment. As part of that 

funding, the Joint Fire Sciences Research program should receive $8 million each for the USFS and DOI. 

NFPA also believes research funding for the built environment aspect of wildfire resilience should be 

increased and thus supports the Administration’s proposal to increase funding for the National Institute 

of Standards and Technology (NIST), particularly for efforts to improve resiliency through building codes.      

Assisting State & Local Fire Departments 
 
State and local fire response resources play a major role in preparing for and responding to wildfires on 

both public and private lands, making the USFS funds provided by the State Fire Assistance (SFA) and 

Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) programs critical to public safety. According to the National Association 

of State Foresters, members of state and local fire departments are the first to respond to 80 percent of 

wildfires. Findings from NFPA’s 2016 Fourth Needs Assessment of the U.S. Fire Service2 that the majority 

of fire departments with wildfire response responsibilities lack sufficient training and personal 

protective equipment reveal a significant gap in safety, for both the responders and the lives and 

properties of the communities they protect.  

SFA and VFA are critical safety programs for supporting wildland urban interface (WUI) communities, 

funding hazardous fuels treatment in the WUI, supporting fire planning projects, and helping to train 

and equip state and local responders. SFA also supports public education and community capacity 

development programs like Firewise USA® and the Fire Adapted Communities Learning Network. These 

programs teach WUI residents how to lower wildfire risk to their homes and support community 

 
1 See e.g., Schultz, Courtney, et al. (2017) Strategies for Success Under Forest Service Restoration Initiatives, Ecosystem Workforce Working 
Paper, Number 81 (https://tinyurl.com/38b3cpz4) 
2 National Fire Protection Association (2016) Fourth National Needs Assessment, https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Data-research-

and-tools/Emergency-Responders/Needs-assessment, (Eighty-eight percent of U.S. fire departments—some 23,000 departments—provide 

wildland and/or WUI firefighting services, but 63 percent of those have not formally trained all of their personnel involved in wildland 

firefighting on these skills. Only 32 percent have all of their responders equipped with appropriate personal protection equipment (PPE), and 26 

percent do not have any of the necessary PPE at all. Only 27 percent of departments have a health and fitness program). 
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mitigation activities.  Therefore, NFPA supports funding the State Fire Assistance program at $88.5 

million and the Volunteer Fire Assistance program at $20 million.  

Mitigation for Communities 

The National Cohesive Strategy also identifies the need for fire adapted communities—communities 

where homes and businesses are retrofitted to resist ignition and wildfire safety codes, standards, and 

land use planning practices are applied. According to the U.S. Fire Administration, the Nation has over 

70,000 thousand communities in areas at risk from wildfires, home to 46 million housing units. 

Preparing for wildfire through creating defensible space and home retrofits can greatly reduce the risk 

of loss. NFPA supports the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Building Resilient 

Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) program and the Administration’s proposal to add $540 million 

in new resources to programs tasked with helping communities undertake pre-disaster planning and 

make investments in resiliency. The USFS’ Wildfire Hazard Severity Mapping for Communities program 

also supports community risk assessment and hazard mitigation planning and should continue. In 

addition, NFPA is also highly supportive of proposed efforts to improve resiliency and safety in HUD-

assisted housing with an additional $800 million in new investments.  

Thank you for the opportunity to share our views on Federal support for reducing wildfire risk to 

communities. NFPA strongly urges the Committee to support a robust budget for wildfire mitigation and 

we stand ready to provide any addition information that would be useful. 

Sincerely, 

 

L. Seth Statler 

Director of Government Affairs 

National Fire Protection Association 

 

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/wui/

